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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL 

As we come to the end of Semester 1, I want to extend a sincere 
thank you to our parents/guardians and families for your 
ongoing support of our school community.  Your partnership, 
encouragement and involvement help make DW Poppy a 
vibrant and welcoming place for our students to learn and grow. 
We are excited for the opportunities ahead and look forward to 
working alongside you in Semester 2.   
 
We appreciate you continuing to engage in our school 
newsletters, so you are up to date with important events.  Please 
note that if you need to access any of the old newsletters that 
they are posted on our website.   
 
We look forward to seeing students back on Thursday, 

September 29th for the start of Semester 2. 
 
Jonathan Harris 
Proud Principal  
DW Poppy Secondary School 
 
COURSE CHANGES FOR SEMESTER 2

Counsellors have been accepting course change requests for 
Semester 2. Please note that classes are currently very full, and 
available changes are limited. The final day to request a course 
change is January 30th. 
 
To request a course change, please have students book an 
appointment with their counsellor by speaking with Ms. 
Greentree in the front office. 

 
JANUARY 23rd  

LAST DAY OF CLASSES FOR 
SEMESTER 1 

 
JANUARY 26th  

TRANSITION DAY  
NO CLASSES IN SESSION 

 
JANUARY 27th  

TRANSITION DAY  
NO CLASSES IN SESSION 

 
PAC MEETING – 7PM 

 
JANUARY 28th  

SEMESTER TURN AROUND DAY 
NO CLASSES IN SESSION 

 
JANUARY 29th  

SEMESTER 2 BEGINS 
 

FEBRUARY 6th  
LEARNING UPDATES ISSUED 

 
FEBRUARY 9th  

PRO-D DAY  
NO STUDENTS IN SESSION 

 
FEBRUARY 10-13th  

COURSE PLANNING BEGINS 
 

DIVERSITY & RESPECT WEEK 
 

FEBRUARY 12th  
DRY GRAD MEETING – 7PM 

 
FEBRUARY 16th  

FAMILY DAY  
NO SCHOOL IN SESSION 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP

PROFESSIONAL COOK 1 WORKSHOP 
MONDAY | JAN 26, 2026, | 10:00AM - 12:00PM 
Students in grades 10 and 11 are invited to join us for a Professional Cook 1 Workshop 
at Walnut Grove Secondary.  Students will also learn about Langley's Youth Train in Trades 
Professional Cook 1Program.  There will be plenty of time to ask questions!   Due date to 
submit your application is December 22nd 2025.  See your Career Advisor for an Application! 
 
TRADES APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 
Automotive, Professional Cook 1, Landscape, Horticulture, Early Childhood Education, 
Intro to Health Science, Business (New), Carpentry, Piping & Plumbing, Electrical, 
Welding, Hairstylist.  See your career advisor for more information and collect the application 
form. 
 

VAPING INFORMATION SESSIONS FOR YOUTH

In partnership with Health Canada, QuitNow is hosting I quit for me, a series of sessions for 
youth ages 13-18 who would like to stop vaping or smoking. The sessions will focus on health 
risks of nicotine, creating a support plan, and healthy ways to manage stress. Sessions are 45-
minutes on Zoom and run every Tuesday at 7pm PST from February 3 to March 3, 2026. 
Please encourage youth to register in advance to secure a spot. Questions may be directed to 
Beth Clark, Manager, Behavioural Coaching & Outreach at clark@bclung.ca. 

END OF SEMESTER TRANSITION DAYS

One of the most important measures of student success is the measure of student 
transitions, when students successfully move on to the next step in their educational 
journey. This might include a student who goes from one course to the next course (e.g., 
English 8 to English 9), from one grade to the next grade, from one level of school to the 
next level of school (e.g., middle to secondary), or to post-secondary opportunities. At the 
end of each semester, secondary schools have Transition Days, in which staff create 
opportunities for students to demonstrate key transitions goals and growth, and assist them 
in their transitions. Successful transitions are vital for students to build on the successes 
they have had, and prepare them for the new challenges in their new classroom, new 
school, etc. The Transition Days also allow for students to complete and present their major 
careers requirements. Some of the activities that occur during Transition Days in different 
secondary schools include:  
 

·         Mini-Capstone presentations by Grade 9 students 
·         Capstone presentations by Grade 11 and 12 students  
·         Careers and Capstone Fairs  
·         Grade 7/8 visits to the secondary school (e.g., Taste of LSS)  
·         Other connections and activities between schools to assist in student transitions 

https://quitnow.ca/
https://quitnow.ca/vape-free-quitting
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/U2bZl45uTcqqr7R-PbFyhg#/registration
mailto:clark@bclung.ca
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·         Provincial Literacy and Numeracy Assessments for Grade 10 and 12 students. 
  
At the end of Semester 1, secondary schools also will have a Semester Turnaround Day, to 
be able to complete the many tasks that are necessary in ending one semester and starting 
another, including reviewing semester-end student report cards and re-working student 
timetables.  
  
The dates this year for the end of Semester 1 are:  

·        Monday, January 26th – Transition Day  
·        Tuesday, January 27th – Transition Day  
·        Wednesday, January 28th - Semester Turnaround Day  
·        Thursday, January 29th - Semester 2 Begins 

 

LSS SPORT ACADEMIES INFORMATION NIGHT

Are you looking for a way to fuel your passion for hockey, baseball or softball while still 
achieving your academic goals? Langley Secondary School’s sports academies may be the 
perfect fit for your child! These high-performance skills-based programs combine on-and off-
field or ice training, strength and conditioning education, and the BC school curriculum. Learn 
more at an upcoming Information Session, which is scheduled for February 5th at 6pm in the 
Langley Secondary Learning Commons. See attached posters for details. Please note, this 
information session does NOT include the LSS Soccer Academy.  
 

DROP-OFF & PICK-UP

The front entrance of the school parking lot is very busy during drop-off and pick-up times as 
we have many students who are bussed to school.  Please do not drop off or pick-up your 
children directly out front of the school between 8:00-9am or 1:00-3:30pm as it causes 
challenges when busses arrive to unload or pick-up.  We appreciate your cooperation in 
minimizing the traffic at the front of our school.  
  

SCHOOL STATUS DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. So, 
where do you go to get information about the status of schools during periods 
of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via computer or smartphone, 
current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school websites 
or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to X (formerly Twitter) @LangleySchools and 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity 
but your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the 
storm and ask them to check the district website for you. Local radio stations are also informed 
of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 
107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close is 
required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, it is a parent's 

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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decision whether to send their child to school based on safety and individual circumstances. If 
you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or attend an open school for any reason, 
please keep your child home and report an absence to the school. 
 

REPORTING ILLNESS/ABSENCE 

It is always best to keep sick children home from school. If a student is away for an extended 
amount of time, please contact their teachers to arrange for work that they can complete at 
home or on TEAMS.  

Emailing the school with an absence for your child is no longer an option as the email 
for reporting absences has been removed.  Instead, the school uses an automated absence 
reporting system called SafeArrival, offered through SchoolMessenger. With SafeArrival, you 
are asked to report your child’s absence in advance using any of these two convenient 
methods: 

1. SchoolMessenger App  
2. SafeArrival  

For information on how to use these methods for reporting your child’s absence click 
here. 

PREVIOUS INFORMATION 
PRIVACY REMINDER – RECORDING DEVICES IN SCHOOLS

To protect the privacy and security of all students, staff, and visitors, the Langley School District 
reminds parents and students that digital recording devices, such as Meta Glasses and AngelSense 
Trackers, are not permitted at school for staff, students, nor members of the community.  This 
policy is in place to ensure compliance with the BC Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FIPPA) and the District’s procedures for responsible information management. In response to 
questions about tracking and recording devices in schools, please see the attached information.   
 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES IN SCHOOLS

Schools follow emergency procedures and practice drills throughout the year to ensure students, staff, 
and any visitors at our sites are safe when unexpected incidents happen. The District encourages 
families to become familiar with emergency procedures to help you and your child be prepared. You will 
find the District’s Emergency Procedures poster in schools and on the website here. 
 

PARENT/GUARDIAN CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Langley School District is committed to fostering safe and caring schools that promote 
mutual respect, cooperation, and social responsibility, and support optimal learning. Trauma 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/dwps/page/6344/attendance-absences-safe-arrival-system
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/338/emergency-preparedness-response
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Informed Practices and Procedures promote the creation and maintenance of safe, inclusive, 
equitable, welcoming, and nurturing school environments. 

  
Families play an important role in helping students achieve success as well as helping create a 
compassionate learning community. Just as students are expected to follow the 
District’s Student Code of Conduct, there is an expectation for parents/guardians to uphold 
the District’s  Parent/Guardian Code of Conduct. 
 

COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR SCHOOL 

Schools and families continue to work together to ensure success for students. If you have an 
issue or concern but don’t know who to speak with, the District encourages you to read these 
helpful Communicating with your School guidelines for parents/guardians found on our District 
website here. As an additional reference, review this one-page resource here.  
 

SCHOOL FEES 

Every year, there are fees payable to the school for different items, including student fees, 
grad fees, donation items, any athletics related items, workbooks, etc.  The Langley School 
District uses an online system to collect these fees as it is user friendly and saves students 
from having to carry cash.  Please go online at https://schoolcashonline.com/ to register your 
child(ren). You will get an email notification any time a new “item” is available for purchase and 
the first item you will see are the student fees for the coming year. Please email Mrs. Brake at 
sbrake@sd35.bc.ca if you have any questions regarding school cash online or school fees. 
 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

At DW Poppy Secondary, we maintain high expectations for our students and want students to 
excel. We want our students to be able to empathize with others and have the moral courage 
to make the right decisions. We are confident our parents will partner with us in using 
Restorative Action, where all adults in our school community establish and reinforce clear 
expectations. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct here and the attached DW Poppy 
student handbook. 
 

FAIR NOTICE – RESPONSE TO THREAT MAKING BEHAVIOR 

DW Poppy Secondary is committed to a safe and supportive environment for all. We take all 
threatening comments and behaviours seriously. Students, staff and parents should be aware 
of the District’s Violence Threat Risk Assessment Protocol that can be found on the district 
website here. 
 

TECHNOLOGY GUIDELINES: PERSONAL DIGITAL DEVICES 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/1922/student-code-of-conduct-dress-guidelines
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/10692/parent-guardian-code-of-conduct
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/1950/communicating-with-your-school
https://media.sd35.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/communicating-with-your-school-final.59d72913722.pdf
https://schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/1922/student-code-of-conduct-dress-guidelines
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/2371/fair-notice
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Electronic devices can be distracting to student learning.  There is a significant body of 
research showing that increased technology use is linked to problems with mental health, 
focus and the development of relationships and academic skills.   
 
During hours of instruction, personal electronic devices must be turned off and stored 
away in backpacks or lockers, unless otherwise instructed by school staff for 
educational purposes.  This includes during study blocks, washroom breaks, tutorial and any 
school sponsored activity such as an assembly or talk by a guest speaker.   

 
To read the guidelines as set out by the Langley School District click here. 

 
ELECTRIC SCOOTER GUIDELINES 

As more students use electric scooters to come to school, the District would like to inform 
parents of some important safety information. 

• In BC, you must be at least 16 years of age and be wearing a helmet to operate an 
Electric kick scooter, within certain parameters, as per below and in the links. 
 

• Electric kick scooters cannot be ridden on public roads, except if the municipality is 
conducting a pilot. The Township is in the pilot, but the City is not. For more information, 
please click here. 
 

• Operators cannot ride an electric kick scooter on sidewalks or in crosswalks, except if a 
sign or traffic control device allows. 

4. Please refer to the link below for a full list of safety rules for operators by clicking here.  
 

BELL SCHEDULE 

Please note the Bell Schedule below:   

 

https://media.sd35.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap_350_zappendix_a_student-code-of-conduct.2e23f58397.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/cycling/personal-mobility-devices/scooter
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/cycling/electric-kick-scooter-rules
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TUTORIAL TIME 

Tutorial is instructional time built into the DW Poppy daily schedule that supports students’ 
learning.  During tutorial time, students may choose to meet with teachers for support within 
their timetable or work in areas of passion to extend their learning. Tutorial time (Multi-Tiered 
Student Supports, or MTSS) is scheduled each day for 35 minutes. 

 
 


