James Hill 
Elementary Bulletin
From the desk of Ms. Lynn Fairley
email: lfairley@sd35.bc.ca
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Hello JHE Families,
October is already here! Thank you all for your ongoing communication and support throughout September. It’s been wonderful to see students engaged in meaningful learning, and we truly appreciate those who have already submitted their volunteer packages.

As we move further into the school year, we kindly remind families that students should not bring toys, play items, or other non-academic belongings to school. These items have led to lost property, disagreements, and disruptions to learning and friendships. All necessary materials for school activities are provided.

In alignment with Ministry guidelines, cellphones and communication-enabled watches are also not permitted at school. If a student brings any personal items or devices, staff will hold them safely until the end of the day for return.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain a focused and respectful learning environment.


James Hill Elementary – Focus Areas for 2025–2026
All schools in the Langley School District are required to have an Action Plan for Learning (APFL), as outlined by the BC Ministry of Education’s Framework for Enhancing Student Learning. This framework ensures that schools engage in continuous improvement through evidence-informed planning and reporting. The APFL is a key document that outlines our school’s goals, strategies, and actions to support student achievement, equity, and well-being. Our Action Plan for Learning (APFL) is currently being finalized and will be available on the James Hill website under the APFL section starting November 1st.
This year, our particular focus will be on:
· Supporting vulnerable learners while extending learning opportunities for all students.
· Implementing and reinforcing our School Behaviour Matrix and Flow Chart to promote consistency and clarity in expectations.
· Building sportsmanship and respectful play during outdoor activities to foster positive peer interactions.
We are also continuing to strengthen our tiered instruction model, with a focus on Tier 2—small group instruction tailored to each student’s learning level. (Tier 1 is whole-class instruction; Tier 2 is targeted small group support; Tier 3 is individualized or small group intervention for specific skill gaps.)
We appreciate your continued support as we work together to foster a safe, inclusive, and high-achieving school community.
Communicating With Your School
At James Hill, we’re committed to keeping our school community connected and continuing to build a strong sense of belonging both inside and outside the school.

To help ensure clear and effective communication, the Langley School District encourages families to review the Communicating with Your School guidelines, available at www.sd35.bc.ca. These resources can help guide you if you're ever unsure of who to contact.

Working together is key to student success. If you have any questions or thoughts, please feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher, the PAC, or myself. We’re here to support you!

Fair Notice Resource for Students/Families
[image: Image]The Langley School District is dedicated to maintaining a safe and supportive environment for all students, staff, and families. All threatening comments and behaviours are taken seriously, and schools follow established procedures to respond appropriately and ensure the safety of the entire school community.

The following resource outlines important information for students and families about how the District responds to threat-making behaviour:
👉 Responding to Threat-Making Behaviour – SD35 Guidelines

We encourage everyone to review it, as we all play a vital role in keeping our schools safe. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your school administrator.

 
 
Student in Distress and School Safety 
[bookmark: _Int_ZgiJZ0Pi]Health and safety are a priority in the Langley School District. Our schools follow procedures to help keep students, staff, and the community safe. Depending on the situation, communication to parents/caregivers is needed to keep families informed about incidents in our school, such as during lockdowns, hold & secures, and room clears, or in the event of a student in distress. Sometimes these situations may not be emergencies but events that require a school response. It is important to note that the decision to send communications to families is dependent on a variety of factors including the nature of what happened, who has witnessed or was directly impacted by what happened, as well as student and staff privacy. Communication is unique and dependent on the specific situation; there are times when a student is in distress, yet the situation may or may not require a message or letter to families. In addition to communication with parents/caregivers, teachers and staff may debrief with students after an incident that may have upset them. In some cases, the school counsellor may offer support to students in need. As always, we want families to let us know if your child requires support. If you have any questions or concerns about communication related to situations or emergencies, please reach out to the school.

Outdoor Play at JHE
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At James Hill, we value the importance of outdoor play and make it a priority to head outside for breaks nearly every day. Fresh air, movement, and time in nature support children's physical health, emotional well-being, and social development. It’s a vital part of their day and contributes positively to their learning and growth.

To help your child stay comfortable and enjoy their time outdoors, we kindly ask that families ensure students come to school with weather-appropriate clothing and a change of clothes in their backpack. This helps them stay dry, warm, and ready to learn after outdoor play.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us create a joyful and healthy school experience for all students.


Programs of Choice – Deadline to Register is Monday, October 20th
Langley School District offers a rich diversity of programs that are designed to meet the specific needs and interests of students. Programs include Fine Arts, French Immersion, Fundamental, Langley Environmental Awareness Program (outdoor education), Montessori, and UConnect. Registration for Kindergarten entry (for most programs) begins on Monday, October 6th at 12 noon, and closes on Monday, October 20that 12 noon. For UConnect, please contact the school directly. For more information and instructions to register your child, visit our District website here and review our FAQ choice programs resource here.

Halloween & JHE Jack-O-Lantern Display -Oct 31st!
Students are invited to come dressed in school-appropriate costumes or in orange and black on October 31st. We kindly ask that costumes are respectful and do not include cultural appropriation.

If you are considering sending food treats for classmates, please check with your child’s teacher in advance, especially due to food allergies and dietary restrictions.

🎃 Join the Fun!
We’re excited to host our annual JHE Jack-O’-Lantern Pumpkin Display! Families and students are welcome to carve or decorate a Jack-O’-Lantern and bring it to school for display on October 31st. Pumpkins will be showcased throughout the day for all students to enjoy and will be taken home at the end of the day.

Drop-off: 8:30 AM at the gym (via the outside gym doors)
Viewing: Families are welcome to visit the display at 2:00 PM
Student Walkthroughs: During the school day

This joyful tradition brings smiles and excitement to our school community every year—we look forward to seeing your creativity!

Arrival, Dismissal & Parking Lot Safety at James Hill
Thank you to all families for helping students arrive on time and ready to learn! The first bell rings at 8:45 AM, and classes begin promptly at 8:50 AM. Dismissal is at 2:33 PM.

We appreciate your continued care and attention during drop-off and pick-up times. The JHE parking lot is a busy place, and we are working hard to keep it safe for everyone. Please keep the following guidelines in mind:
· Drive slowly – student safety is our top priority.
· No stopping in the island area.
· Use the crosswalk only for crossing.
· Right lane (next to the school) – parents must remain in their vehicles.
· Middle lane – no stopping at any time.
· Left parking spots (next to the median) – parents may park and exit their vehicles.
· Please be kind to staff assisting in the parking lot—they are there to help keep your children safe.

Our School Liaison Officer will be joining us periodically to support these efforts. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the office.


Staying Informed
To help you stay informed and engaged throughout the year:

· Visit our NEW website: https://jameshill.sd35.bc.ca/ 
· Access our JHE Community School Calendar:
· HTML Version: https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/8a0e2176fc564d4ea042be8229f6dfc3@sd35.bc.ca/b2f3dfc9db324b599b059fbfd038f8eb17389745409578908493/calendar.html

· ICS Version: https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/8a0e2176fc564d4ea042be8229f6dfc3@sd35.bc.ca/b2f3dfc9db324b599b059fbfd038f8eb17389745409578908493/calendar.ics


· Follow us on Instagram: #JHESchool for a behind-the-scenes look at daily life and learning at James Hill.


PAC -Parent Advisory Counsel
Facebook
Please join our PAC Facebook page called “James Hill Elementary Parent Info” to stay up to date on what’s happening at the school, information on school events, fundraisers and much more!

PAC Information: Meeting Dates: 6:30pm
October 16
November 20
December 4
January 8
February 19
April 16
May 14
June 11-AGM



Thank you for taking the time to read through all this information. As a staff, we remain committed to keeping our school community connected and informed. We will continue to plan meaningful opportunities to build a strong sense of belonging both within and beyond the school walls.

If you have any questions, ideas, or thoughts to share, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, the PAC, or myself. We’re always happy to connect and support in any way we can.

With appreciation,
Lynn Fairley
Proud Principal James Hill Elementary
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