
RCG Family Newsletter
                   September 2026Dear RCG Families,

Welcome to another exciting year at RC Garnett Elementary! I hope your summer provided 
opportunities for relaxation, fun, and special time with family and friends. Whether your days were 
filled with adventure, exploration, or quiet moments together, I trust they created lasting memories.

As September arrives, I am excited to welcome students back to school and watch our classrooms 
and hallways fill once again with smiles, curiosity, and a love of learning. Thank you for entrusting us 
with your children each day. It is a privilege to work alongside families as we support students in their 
growth, learning, and success.

This year, we remain committed to fostering a caring, inclusive, and engaging school community 
where every student feels a sense of belonging and is encouraged to reach their full potential. Our 
dedicated staff have been preparing thoughtfully for the year ahead and are eager to provide 
meaningful learning experiences that support students academically, socially, and emotionally.
To our returning families, thank you for your ongoing support and partnership. We look forward to 
reconnecting with you and hearing about your summer experiences. To those joining RC Garnett for 
the first time, a heartfelt welcome. We are delighted to have you as part of our school community.

Together, let's make this year one filled with learning, connection, creativity, and celebration. By 
working together, we can inspire our students to be confident learners, caring community members, 
and resilient problem-solvers.
Please find important start-up information for the school year on the following pages.

Important school start-up info can be found on the following pages.

Warmly,

Claire Burns
RCG Principal

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

Tuesday, Sept. 8
v Gr1-5 Students Attend: 8:43am - 10:15am
v Our awesome PAC will be offering free coffee – a much 

appreciated caffeine boost for tired adults on a busy morning!!!

Wednesday, Sept. 9 v Full day of school 8:43am – 2:35pm

Tuesday, Sept. 15 v PAC Meeting 6:30pm (library)

Monday, Sept. 21 v First full day of Kindergarten

Wednesday, Sept. 23 v RCG Open House ‘Meet the Teacher’ 5pm - 6pm

Thursday, Sept. 24 v Terry Fox Assembly and Run

Friday, Sept. 25 v No School for Students – Staff attend ‘School Improvement Day’

Tuesday, Sept. 29 v Orange Shirt Day

Wednesday, Sept. 30 v No School - National Truth and Reconciliation Day



What will happen in the first week of school?!
We will have fun, reconnect, build new friendships, and begin to settle into routines. 

Our staff can’t wait to see your children!  😊

Our school map is attached to this document on page 10 – please check it out.

KINDERGARTEN  Kindergarten families will attend their family interviews and then Kindergarten 
students will follow their gradual entry schedule until full days start on Monday, September 21st.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th  This is the first day of school for students in Grades 1-5. 
Students attend only from 8:43am – 10:15am, please plan your childcare accordingly.

NEW STUDENTS Meet in the gym at 8:43am on September 8th. They will be greeted and assigned 
to classes with similar age peers. A staff member will walk with them to their new classroom.

RETURNING STUDENTS  Go to their former classroom to meet their teacher from last year. They 
will stay in this transitional grouping for the week.

TRANSITION DAYS - WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 9 - THURSDAY, SEPT. 10 - FRIDAY SEPT. 11
Students continue to meet with their former teacher and classmates. As soon as our registrations 
are in place, we will move students into their new classes. On the day this happens, all families will 
receive a ‘Welcome Letter’ e-mail from their new teacher. This email will explain which classroom 
door to meet your child at and will include our school map.

DON’T WORRY, WE’VE GOT THIS!
We understand that this week can be confusing. We will have additional staff outside able to 
answer questions, show you maps, and ensure you and your child find each other. We do this 
every year successfully, so please do not worry.

MEET THE TEACHER OPEN HOUSE
Once teachers have had time to get to know your child and students have settled into their new 
classroom, we will open our doors and invite families in for a visit. Please mark your calendars for 
our Open House on Wednesday, September 23rd from 5-6pm.

THREE CHANGES TUESDAY MORNING
TRANSITION 
CLASSROOM

PICK-UP & 
DROP OFF DURING 

REST OF FIRST WEEK

1. Mrs. Cudmore's 
class (from last year)

Regular classroom 
door to meet 
Mrs. Cudmore

Room 136 - facing the 
Kindergarten 
playground

Room 136 - facing the 
Kindergarten 
playground

2. Ms. Herle's class 
(from last year)

Regular classroom 
door to meet 
Mrs. Fidanza

Room 252 - upstairs East double doors by 
the gaga ball pit

3. All Grade 1 students will begin the day in their former Kindergarten classroom with last year’s 
Kindergarten teacher. At 10:15am pick-up, they will bring home a note with their transitional 

classroom assignment and new pick-up/drop-off location for the rest of the week.



RCG Bell Schedule
2026-2027

8:43am Welcome Bell

8:48 – 10:15 Learning Block

10:15 – 10:30 Recess

10:30 – 12:00 Learning Block

12:00 – 12:30 Lunch

12:30 – 2:35 Learning Block

2:35pm Dismissal

26/27 PAC 
Meeting 
Dates 

Tuesdays 
@ 6:30pm 

School Library

September 15
October 20

November 17
January 19

February 16
March 9

April 20 AGM
May 18

RCG PAC Executive for 26/27
Natalie Nandan President
Christie Salter Vice President
Andrei Chaplygin Treasurer
Greg Bergerman Secretary
Brett Palmer DPAC Representative
Desiree Cabalfin Member at Large, Social Media
Jennifer Cichosz Member at Large, Fundraising
Nadia Toews Member at Large, Hot Lunch
Kat Chilibeck Member at Large
Ashley Lindbo Member at Large
Chad Ludbrook Member at Large
Jasmine Marcelo Member at Large

Please
join us at 

our first PAC 
meeting of 
the year, 

everyone is 
welcome!

Is your child going to 
be LATE or ABSENT?

To report an absence, please 
call the office at 604 532 7814

and press 1 to leave a 
voicemail.

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE 
ABSENT OR LATE, 

PLEASE LET US KNOW 
BEFORE 8:45AM. 

Parents can also input an 
absence by emailing:

rcgattendance@sd35.bc.ca

Please DO NOT email 
Mrs. Bradford directly 

regarding attendance/lates.

The RCG PAC would like to welcome 
families to the first day of school on

Tuesday, September 8th.
Please stop by the front of the school 

during morning drop-off between 
8:25 – 8:50 AM to enjoy a free cup 

of Starbucks coffee. 
We can't wait to see you there!

mailto:rcgattendance@sd35.bc.ca


A huge thank you goes out to our custodial staff who worked tirelessly this 
summer to ensure our school looks great. Their hard work is greatly appreciated 
and perfectly demonstrates our RCG Trait of Responsibility. We will all show our 

gratitude by doing our best to take care of the school this year.

WE RCG

I would like to welcome 
new and returning staff to 

RCG… this is a fantastic 
team to belong to!

Have a 
question 

about school 
supplies? 
Jump to 
page 18.

Need to look 
at our school 
map? Go to 

page 10.

§ Alison Armstrong – Learning Assistance
§ Ashley Budge - Kindergarten
§ Ravneet Cheema – SEA
§ Brianna Collins – Fine Arts
§ Katarina Cudmore (returning) – Grade 1
§ Megan Fidanza (returning) – Grade 1
§ Laiken Greffard – Grade 3
§ Carmen Howe – Office on Thurs. & Fri.
§ Danna Jensen - ELL
§ Jane Jeon - Resource
§ Shayna Kang (returning) – Grade 4
§ Andrea Kettering – ELL
§ Sarah Longton (returning) - SEA
§ Veronica Moino (returning) – Grades 1 and K
§ Makayla Myer (returning) – Grade 3
§ Laura Sello (returning) - SEA
§ Gurraj Sidhu - SEA
§ Sam Tilstra (returning) – Grade 3
§ Olivia Tylor – Grade 3
§ Ailsa Wilson - Kindergarten
§ Chris Zhang – ELL



As we begin a new school year, I'd like to 
recommend the picture book The Dot by 
Peter H. Reynolds. Although written for 

children, its message resonates with 
readers of all ages. The story reminds us 

that learning begins with taking a chance, 
trying something new, and believing in 

our own potential. It is a a powerful story 
about believing in yourself and having the 

courage to try. 

As students embark on a new year of 
discovery and growth, it is a wonderful 

reminder that even the smallest first step 
can lead to great things.

If you don’t have a copy of the book, you 
can watch it being read here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNhfsQTWGf8

If you have a tween in 
your household, I 
recommend this 

handbook for living a 
happy and exciting 

life that isn’t 
controlled by a 
smartphone. 

Mrs. Burns      ‘s Books…

Are you a member of the 
local library? Visit them at 
one of their many sites or 

here: https://www.fvrl.bc.ca/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNhfsQTWGf8


New guidelines from the Langley School District 
are being shared to align with provincial laws 
regarding safe use of e-scooters and e-bikes:

As of September 2026:
e-scooters, e-dirt bikes, & e-pedal bikes are 

NOT allowed on elementary school property  

For further information, please read the Distict’s 
explanatory letter, being sent out to all families 

in a separate correspondence,.

Parent Consent Forms on MyEdBC

Each year, Langley Schools asks families to 
complete a set of parent consent forms for 
their child. These consent forms are required 
by our schools to ensure the health, safety, and 
security of all students. Beginning in this school 
year, Langley Schools will be using the MyEdBC 
parent portal to collect this information. During 
the second week of school, please watch for an 
email from the MyEdBC system notifying 
families to log in to the MyEdBC parent portal 
to complete the online consent forms.

A set of consent forms will need to be 
completed for each child attending a Langley 
school. It is advised to access MyEdBC and 
complete the parent consent forms using a 
desktop or laptop as the process requires the 
full site version (which is not mobile-friendly). 
For step-by-step instructions, please read here. 
More information can be found on the District 
website here.

Your Consent
Covers the following:

https://media.sd35.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/sd35-myedbc-online-forms-family-portal-2026.38939d24459.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/parentconsent-forms


All elementary schools in Langley have a 
no student phones/personal digital devices policy.

If you need to reach your child or leave them a message, 
please call the school office at: 604 532 7814

If your child uses a personal phone or smart watch at school for 
non-educational purpose, it will be handed in to the office for 
collection by a parent at the end of the day.

Responsible Technology 
Use Reminder

Considering being a parent driver for a 
field trip or sporting event?

First, thank you so much; your help increases our ability to offer opportunities to 
children.

Second, the District has increased the paperwork you need to complete. Please don’t 
let that deter you, but please plan ahead as this needs to be redone every school year.

1. Fill out a volunteer driver form (page 13 in this newsletter)
2. Provide copies of your driver’s license, ICBC insurance, and private insurance (if 

applicable)
3. Provide your ICBC Driver’s Abstract: https://onlinebusiness.icbc.com/clio/

• Select Personal Driving Record -> 6 Years

When you are ready to pop into the office with your 
paperwork, please avoid times between 8:30-9:30am 
and 2:15-2:45pm as our office is extremely busy during 
those periods. Your help and support is very much appreciated.

https://onlinebusiness.icbc.com/clio/


Taking photos on the first day of school, 
on a field trip, or at a school event?

Please think twice…

Many families do not want their child’s photo taken without their permission and they 
do not want their child’s photo posted on social media.

It is an expectation that if you wish to take a photo that includes children other than 
your own, you should ask that child’s parents for permission.

Responsible digital citizenship is best modeled by adults. 
Thank you for your help.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
We have many ways to connect!
• Many of our school messages are sent through School Messenger, please send    

YES to 978338 to opt in. (see next page for more details)
• Families will receive regular updates on Mondays from our office regarding 

upcoming dates and reminders
• Families will receive monthly newsletters from Principal Burns
• Families will receive regular updates from their child’s teacher
• Our PAC hold monthly meetings (all parents are invited to attend)
• We hold an Open House in September
• We hold Student Inclusive Conferences twice per year

If you have a question, please first refer to previous emails that have been sent out. The 
answers are often there.

Our teachers do their best to respond to families in a timely fashion. Please note that 
their work-life balance and wellness is important, so it is not an expectation that they 
reply to families in the evenings or on weekends. 

If your child’s teacher or school administrators would like to 
have an in-depth conversation with you, we will request an 
appointment time. We value connecting with you, and as 
before and after school are very busy times, we find it difficult 
to hold impromptu meetings. We appreciate setting a date 
and time to ensure the conversation is focused and valuable.



















RCG is excited to offer the opportunity to purchase quality standardized school supplies through 
School Start for the 2026/2027 school year. This process will save you both time and money.

Please note that this is for Grades 1 – 5 only. Kindergarten Supplies are purchased in bulk and 
parents will pay the school in September.

These kits come with everything you need. You have the “Starter Package” (these are must haves) 
and you have the “Required Items”. The “Required Items” are items that you may already have at 
home, so there is no need to purchase (pencil crayons, crayons etc). If you do not have these 
items, you can purchase what is needed.

You have three options for ordering:

ONLINE: You can place your order online at www.schoolstart.ca
The site is best compatible with Firefox or Chrome.
Here are the instructions:
Visit www.schoolstart.ca
Click “Parents Shop Here”
Click “Purchase School Supply Kits”
Follow the prompts to add kits to your cart.

PHONE: You can call their customer service centre at 1-800-580-1868 to place your order over 
the phone.

EMAIL: You can print and fill out the order form and return to their office via email 
to: info@schoolstart.ca.

Orders CANNOT be placed through the RCG Office.

**Did you know that for each kit purchased, the school will receive $3.00? Incredible right?  We 
are able to use these funds to purchase much needed equipment and supplies. **

SCHOOL DELIVERY:
All orders that were placed prior to July 15th will arrive directly at the school.
All orders placed after July 15th will arrive at your home address.

Next pages include grade-specific lists. (see top right corner)

Still need 
school supplies? 
Please read this!

http://www.schoolstart.ca/
http://www.schoolstart.ca/
mailto:info@schoolstart.ca












You've reached the last page!
Thank you for sticking with me all the way to the end.

As a reward, here's a back-to-school joke:

Who is everyone’s best friend
on the first day of school?

The Princi-PAL! 😉

Wishing you and your family a relaxing and enjoyable long 
weekend. Enjoy every remaining moment of summer, and 

we'll see you, and your child, at school next week!

Most Sincerely,
Claire Burns

RCG Principal 


