
  ACSS Totem Times  

 Dream, Believe, Achieve 

    

   

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC   V4W 3C1  Phone:  604-856-2521   Fax:  604-856-9648 

May 7th 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Good afternoon students and families of Aldergrove Community Secondary 
School, 
 
One of the highlights of this past week occurred on Wednesday when a wayward 
stormtrooper attempted to infiltrate our school on May the 4th!  Fortunately, 
thanks to Ms. Caines and Mr. Orchard, we were able to defend the honour of 
ACSS! 
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Another highlight of this week was the virtual presentation given to our Grade 11 
& 12 students by noted ICBC Road Safety speaker, Kevin Brooks.  Kevin delivers 
a powerful message regarding the importance of responsible and safe driving 
that is especially valuable to our young drivers. 
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Also, of note this week was our schoolwide effort to honour and appreciate all 
of our staff as it was officially Teacher Appreciation Week across the school dis-
trict.  Thank you to all of our staff for all of your hard work during these unique 
COVID times in schools.  You are much appreciated! 

 

 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

Ms. Saumier, Mr. Silzer, Ms. Wilson, Mr. Tymos 
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Next week will be the third week of the fourth quarter of this school year.  Stu-
dents and staff will continue to work hard on engaging teaching and learning 
activities.  As we progress further into May and June, we hope to get more 
clear information from Fraser Health with respect to the types of gatherings 
that will be allowed for school year-end functions.  We are especially hopeful 
that we will be able to have gatherings for Grad 2021 events.  As it stands right 
now, we are very limited with what we can do, but we are hopeful, and we are 
planning events that will honour our graduates, both within the present Ministry 
of Health guidelines and in anticipation of a (hopefully) future easing of COVID-
based restrictions. 
 
Key upcoming May Dates: 
 
Thursday, May 6 – ICBC virtual safe driving presentation by Kevin Brooks 
Friday, May 21 – District Professional Development Day (students not in ses-
sion) 
Monday, May 24 – Victoria Day (school not in session) 
Wednesday, May 26 – Parent-Teacher Interviews (1-hour early dismissal) 
 
Thank you.  Have a wonderful weekend, everyone.  Hope you enjoy our news-
letter! 
 
 
Mr. M. Palichuk 
Principal 
Aldergrove Community Secondary School 

 

 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

http://www.acsstotems.ca


  ACSS Totem Times  

 Dream, Believe, Achieve 

    

   

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC   V4W 3C1  Phone:  604-856-2521   Fax:  604-856-9648 

May 7th 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to order your yearbook for the 2020/2021 School Year, We have a limited amount 
available on SchoolCashOnline and once they’re gone, they’re gone! Also please make sure 
you haven’t purchased multiples, we  had to refund a few students who had made  
duplicate purchases. If you’re not sure if you’ve purchased it please contact Ms. Bezanson in 
the office 604-856-2521 ext. 230.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday May 21st - Pro D Day (No School) 

Monday May 24th - Victoria Day (No School) 

Tuesday May 25th - Mid Quarter 4 Report Cards Issued 

Wednesday May 26th - Parent Teacher Interviews (Early Dismissal) 

Monday May 31st - PAC Meeting 
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ACSS Totems Face Masks For Sale 

 

You can now purchase an ACSS face mask on SchoolCashOnline for $12 each they are 

black with a Totems logo on the side. It is a washable mask with a built in nano filter that has 

a filtration efficiency of >95%. Quantities are limited so if you want one make sure to grab 

yours soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHE Students 

Don’t forget you can purchase PHE Strip on your school cash online  

account! Shirts and Shorts are $10 each or both for $20. They are great quality and a 

great way to represent your school! If you have any questions please email  

Ms. Bezanson at mbezanson@sd35.bc.ca 
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AROUND OUR SCHOOL 
 

Two of our students, Bella and Allison, have been working with Ms. Connorton 
to create positive school culture and show gratitude for the ACSS Staff. They 
made up treat bags with positive messages and delivered them around the 
school. It was a beautiful way to spread joy, Thank you!  
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This week was Staff Appreciation week, ACSS is so lucky to have such an amazing 

group of people working together. We took the time to celebrate our hard working staff 

with some Quarter Pounder Cookies and Caffeine!   
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Breakfast Club 

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:20-9:00 daily. Thank you to all of our partners, staff 
and students for their continued support. A huge thank you to Langley Sources for their 
weekly baked goods, breads, cheese and extras. Langley School Foundation also sup-
ports with yogurt, apple sauce and eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley 
Firefighters Charitable Society for a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The 
Breakfast Club Team.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. 
So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during periods 
of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via computer or smartphone, 
current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school websites 
or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but 
your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by 
the storm and ask them to check the district website for you. Local radio stations are also 
informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Coun-
try Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to 
close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, 
it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on safety and individ-
ual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or attend an 
open school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an absence to the 
school. 
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GRAD GOSSIP 

 

Mrs. Smith 

emailed a Ca-

reer survey to all 

Grade 12 stu-

dents this week. 

Complete it by 

May 19th for a 

chance to win a 

Starbucks Gift 

Card! 

Grads were given 

their Compass  

Gradpasses this 

week, please see the 

attached poster for  

information  

regarding that!  
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New Daily Health Check Form – Digital and Print Version 

 

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an 
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To 
better assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12 
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck 
  

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health 
Checker. 
  

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/ministry-updates-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/back-to-school-2020/
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Enhanced Safety Measures for K-12 Schools 

The District appreciates all the hard work from students, staff, and families in helping keep 
our community safe. We continue to work closely with the Ministry of Education and Provin-
cial Health Office. This week the province announced changes to COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines for schools. Mask requirements for middle and secondary school students and K-12 
staff have been amended. Guidelines have also been strengthened for physical education and 
music classes. 

  

It is important to note, our schools will need some time to implement these new changes; all 
changes will be in effect as of February 26, 2021. Your continued patience and support are ap-
preciated. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 

  

Please read below and full details found in the province’s news release located on the District 
website here.  

  

Changes to Mask Wearing 

All middle and secondary students and K-12 staff will now be required to wear non-medical 
masks in all indoor areas, including when they are with their learning groups. The only excep-
tions are when: 

•    sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom; 

•    there is a barrier in place; or 

•    they are eating or drinking. 

  

For elementary students, wearing masks indoors remain a personal choice. 

  

It is important to note, as advised by the province, these changes above do not apply to grade 
6 and 7 students attending an elementary school.  

  

Changes to Physical Education and Music Classes 

High-intensity physical activities are to be held outside as much as possible. Shared equipment 
or items, such as weight machines, treadmills or musical instruments, can be used only if they 
are cleaned between use, according to strict school sanitization guidelines. Students using 
equipment or playing instruments should also be spaced at least two metres apart and masks 
are to be used when singing. 

  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/2021EDUC0011-000201-February-4.pdf
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Helping Professions – Career Spotlight Session 
May 19 from 3-4:30pm 
  
Are you compassionate and enjoy supporting others? Learn about the different careers in Help-
ing Professions! Listen to working professionals speak about what a day looks like in their role 
and hear about their career journeys. Presenters include a Social Worker, Senior Manager for 
Counselling Programs and a Youth Care Worker. Q&A will follow each speaker.  
  
Registration is required at https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/opportunities/career-spotlight-sessions/ 
 
 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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One Season Restaurant 

Every spring, the students in the Professional Cook 1 Youth TRAIN in Trades program 
work hard to run a pop-up restaurant called ‘One Season’. This year, they are offering take 
out and meal kits for purchase. Please visit https://www.wgss.ca/programs-courses/one-
season-restaurant/ and if you are able to, please support this program that currently has 2 
students from ACSS in attendance! 
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Are you considering a career in Interior Design? Join us at one of these info sessions to 
learn about the many options! 
  
The Interior Design Department at BCIT offers an Interior Design Fundamentals Certificate, Kitchen and 
Bath Design Associate Certificate (NKBA Certified), Residential Interiors Diploma, Interior Design Di-
ploma, and a CIDA accredited Bachelor of Interior Design. All Interior Design Programs start with the 
Interior Design Fundamentals Certificate (Year 1).  
  
The Interior Design Fundamentals Certificate program is offered in both a part-time and full-time format. 
The part‐time format allows students flexibility in the number of courses they take in any given term. All 
courses are offered in September, January and April, with limited offerings in the summer. Courses can 
be taken with classes in the day, in the evenings, or at weekends. The full-time format is a competitive 
entry process. Students have a reserved seat as they follow a fixed schedule of courses delivered during 
the day over three consecutive terms (eleven months), starting in September each year.  
  
Application dates for the full-time format for September 2021 are from April 15th to May 17th, 2021 
only.* 
  
*For future years, please check the website for application dates. 
  
For more information, please register for an info session below, and visit the BCIT Interior Design Website 
Interior Design Fundamentals, Certificate, Full-time/Part-time – BCIT 

  
 

Register for an info session on  
 
                             May 11, 5pm - 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcit.ca%2Fprograms%2Finterior-design-fundamentals-certificate-full-time-part-time-6195cert%2F&data=04%7C01%7CGKozlovic%40sd35.bc.ca%7C48b2e84cf0a4445d85df08d90b2c3551%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcit.ca%2Fevent%2Finterior-design-fundamentals-certificate-full-time-and-part-time-formats-online-information-session-3%2F&data=04%7C01%7CGKozlovic%40sd35.bc.ca%7C48b2e84cf0a4445d85df08d90b
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