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Good afternoon ACSS students and families, 
 
I hope that everyone in our community had a safe, restful and healthy Easter long weekend.  
The first week back at school proved to be another eventful one at ACSS.  While students and 
staff reintegrated themselves into the daily rigor of Quarter 3, Week 8, our wonderful Student 
Council also began the exciting process of setting up a friendly “house” team competition 
schoolwide.  All individuals in the school have been placed on one of the following teams 
(inspired by the animals on our gifted totem) created according to the individual ’s birth month: 
 

 
 
 
Blue Bears – People born in January, Feb-
ruary and March 
 
Green Frogs – People born in April, May 
and June 
 
Yellow Owls – People born in July, August 
and September 
 
Red Salmon – People born in October,  
November and December 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Personally, I am cheering for all of the teams (but, especially the Blue Bears as that is my 
team). As of this writing, we Blue Bears are positioned in a comfortable 4 th place, but our spirits 
remain high.  Thank you to the Student Council for coordinating this initiative. 

 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 
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Next week is another week of provincial literacy and numeracy assessments.  As all students 
are required to complete these assessments for graduation, it is important for us to schedule 
times throughout the year for all students to complete the assessments.  Typically, we schedule 
Grade 10 students only, but due to the COVID 19 effect on in-class learning last year we are 
“catching-up” some Grade 11 and 12 students.  We will use the data from the assessments to 
inform our teaching and learning. 
 
Speaking of graduation, due to COVID, we are planning once again for a virtual graduation cer-
emony and celebration this year.  While we will not be able to gather as a large group as in pre-
COVID years, we will do our very best to have a Grad 2021 to remember.  More Grad 2021 in-
formation will be shared in the coming weeks. 
 
 
Key upcoming April Dates: 
 
April 12th – 15th - Grade 10 - 12 students complete Ministry of Education numeracy and literacy 
assessments. 
Friday, April 23 –Design and Assessment/Report Card Prep Day (students not in session) 
Monday, April 26 – First day of classes in Quarter 4 
Tuesday, April 27–Friday, April 30: Grade 9 & 11 students complete Citizenship Surveys 
Wednesday, April 28 – Earthquake & Fire Drill 
Friday, April 30 – Quarter 3 report cards published to the MyEd Portal. 
 
 
Please see the information included in this newsletter regarding activities, events and initiatives 
happening around the school and, as always, please contact us if you have any comments, 
questions or concerns.  Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Mr. M. Palichuk 
Principal 
Aldergrove Community Secondary School 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

http://www.acsstotems.ca


  ACSS Totem Times  

 Dream, Believe, Achieve 

    

   

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC   V4W 3C1  Phone:  604-856-2521   Fax:  604-856-9648 

April 9th 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

 
 

 

   PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENTS—APRIL 2021 SESSION 
 

Mon April 12th—Thurs April 15th - Provincial Assessments Grade10/11  

Thursday April 22nd - Last Day of Quarter 3 

Friday April 23rd - Report Card Prep Day (No School) 

Monday April 26th- First day of Quarter 4 

Wednesday April 28th - Earthquake and Fire Drill 10AM 

Friday April 30th - Report Cards Published 

Friday May 21st - Pro D Day (No School) 

Monday May 24th - Victoria Day (No School) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.acsstotems.ca


  ACSS Totem Times  

 Dream, Believe, Achieve 

    

   

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC   V4W 3C1  Phone:  604-856-2521   Fax:  604-856-9648 

April 9th 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School & 
 Betty Gilbert Middle School Music Departments Hanging Basket Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

Petal Pot   $16 

(Beautiful 6” Spring annual inside a bright metal pot.  Flower cut-outs decorate the top rim)   

10”  Mixed Hanging Basket   $16 

(The mixed basket is grown in designer colour combinations)   

 12”  Mixed Hanging Basket   $25 

(The mixed basket is grown in designer colour combinations) 

 

All orders will be done online this year.   

Please follow the link below to place your order securely.  You will be able to add the Music  
student’s name so that they receive the profit.  

https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/28178/111/False/True 

All orders are due by 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14th  by 3:00pm 

Orders can be picked up on Monday April 26th  from 2:45 – 3:30 pm at BGMS 

 Any questions?   Please email Mrs. Mills at:   mmills@sd35.bc.ca 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/28178/111/False/True
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PHE Students 

Don’t forget you can purchase PHE Strip on your school cash online  

account! Shirts and Shorts are $10 each or both for $20. They are great quality and a 

great way to represent your school! If you have any questions please email Ms. Bez-

anson at mbezanson@sd35.bc.ca 

Breakfast Club 

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:20-9:00 daily. Thank you to all of our partners, staff 
and students for their continued support. A huge thank you to Langley Sources for their 
weekly baked goods, breads, cheese and extras. Langley School Foundation also sup-
ports with yogurt, apple sauce and eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley 
Firefighters Charitable Society for a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Break-
fast Club Team.  

 

Student Safety Around Schools  

With the days growing shorter and the weather changing to rain, fog, and frost, Alder-
grove Community           Secondary is reminding all our students to take extra precaution 
when walking to and from school. Please be aware of your surroundings, walk on the 
sidewalk and with someone whenever possible, and avoid wearing headphones. We al-
so ask drivers in our school community to be vigilant on our roads. Student safety is our 
priority. Thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping everyone safe. 

  

 Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. 
So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during periods 
of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via computer or smartphone, 
current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school websites 
or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but 
your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the 
storm and ask them to check the district website for you. Local radio stations are also in-
formed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country 
Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close 
is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, it is a 
parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on safety and individual cir-
cumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or attend an open 
school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an absence to the school. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
http://www.sd35.bc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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Mrs. Wilkie, Mr. Orchard, Mr. Silzer, Mr. Mathai and Mikayla all participating in throwback Thursday! 

Students participating in the (belated) Easter Egg Hunt  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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This is a busy time for grade 12 students to be applying for scholarships. These are only a few highlights. 
Other scholarships can be found on the SD35 Scholarship Database found at https://www.sd35.bc.ca/
students-parents/scholarship-information/scholarships-awards/ 
  
  
The Langley Teachers’ Association Scholarship – The LTA is offering 12 - $1,000 scholarships to students 
who are going on to study at post-secondary. Deadline April 23rd, 2021.  
  
Richard Bulpitt Educational Award – The Langley District Parent Advisory will award 2 - $500 scholar-
ships. Deadline April 9th, 2021.  

  
Langley DPAC Educational Award in Trades - The Langley District Parent Advisory will award 2 - $500 
scholarships. Deadline April 9th, 2021.  
  
 

GRAD GOSSIP 

There will be an all-grads meeting on 

April 16th at 12:15pm on TEAMS. Your 

afternoon block teacher will log in and 

broadcast it to the classroom. We will 

discuss grad events, expectations,  

upcoming dates, and other important  

information at this meeting. See you 

there! 

 

Grad hoodies are HERE! Did you order a 

grad hoodie before Spring Break? Please 

come pick them up in the library.  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/scholarships-awards/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/scholarship-information/scholarships-awards/
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Mask Guidelines Update—March 31st 2021 
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New Daily Health Check Form – Digital and Print Version 

 

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an 
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To 
better assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12 
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck 
  

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health 
Checker. 
  

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here. 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/ministry-updates-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/back-to-school-2020/
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Enhanced Safety Measures for K-12 Schools 

The District appreciates all the hard work from students, staff, and families in helping keep 
our community safe. We continue to work closely with the Ministry of Education and Provin-
cial Health Office. This week the province announced changes to COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines for schools. Mask requirements for middle and secondary school students and K-12 
staff have been amended. Guidelines have also been strengthened for physical education and 
music classes. 

  

It is important to note, our schools will need some time to implement these new changes; all 
changes will be in effect as of February 26, 2021. Your continued patience and support are ap-
preciated. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 

  

Please read below and full details found in the province’s news release located on the District 
website here.  

  

Changes to Mask Wearing 

All middle and secondary students and K-12 staff will now be required to wear non-medical 
masks in all indoor areas, including when they are with their learning groups. The only excep-
tions are when: 

•    sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom; 

•    there is a barrier in place; or 

•    they are eating or drinking. 

  

For elementary students, wearing masks indoors remain a personal choice. 

  

It is important to note, as advised by the province, these changes above do not apply to grade 
6 and 7 students attending an elementary school.  

  

Changes to Physical Education and Music Classes 

High-intensity physical activities are to be held outside as much as possible. Shared equipment 
or items, such as weight machines, treadmills or musical instruments, can be used only if they 
are cleaned between use, according to strict school sanitization guidelines. Students using 
equipment or playing instruments should also be spaced at least two metres apart and masks 
are to be used when singing. 

  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/2021EDUC0011-000201-February-4.pdf
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 Earth Day Community Clean Up Opportunity 
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 Careers Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Train in Trades 

 

The first round of applications have now been submitted on behalf of the ACSS students that 
applied to attend one of the seven Youth TRAIN in Trades programs in the Langley School 
District for the 2021/2022 school year. If you were not able to submit an application but are still 
interested in attending one of these amazing programs for next year, please contact Mrs. 
Smith for an application. There may still be spaces available for some of the programs, so 
please consider submitting your application soon! 
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Career Exploration Conversations 

 

Save the date! WorkBC.ca is facilitating a one-hour interactive webinar to help parents and 

caregivers support youth as they explore career options. This virtual event is designed for par-

ents of grade 9-12 students wanting to enhance their career coaching skills and gain exposure 

to WorkBC.ca tools to help with their youth’s career path. Thank you to the CES Board Mem-

bers who are participating: Dawn Anderson, Lisa Chapieski, Michelle Myers, Allisson Bader, 

Reid Findlay, Shelly Mckay, Erin Thomas, and Brian Campbell  

The webinar for the Fraser Valley region will be on April 29, 2021 from 7 - 8pm PST. 
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