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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear ACSS students and families,

With one more week of school in 2021, we here at ACSS would like to wish all our
students, families, and community members a warm and friendly final week before
Christmas. We know and understand that the stresses of the winter holidays can
be overwhelming at fimes, so we want to encourage all in our community to not
only have a restful, peaceful final week at school but also to continue with this
mindset into the final couple of weeks of December, and 2021. Get ready, 2022,
here we come, rested and ready to go!

The all-star ACSS Student Council has been busy planning daily events for the final
week of school. The grand finale will see a pancake breakfast on Friday! Also, we
will gather all students for an afternoon assembly on Friday in the large gym, just to
do some collective reflection.

Please find more information about these events, as well as other school

happenings in this week's newsletter. Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter.
Have a wonderful weekend.

Mr. M. Palichuk
Principal
Aldergrove Community Secondary School

SCHOOLWIDE

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems


http://www.acsstotems.ca

ACSS Totem Times

Dream, Believe, Achieve
il December 10, 2021

TOTEMS:

L

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

The ACSS Action Plan for Learning

Goal: To continue honouring the Totem name by sharing the positive history of
ourselves as Totems.

One of our school goals is to honour our Totem hame and history through the

telling and retelling of the story of Ellen Neel's gifting of her carved Totem to the
school. On the Totem there are six animals (Beaver, Frog, Owl, Bear, Salmon,

Thunderbird) that each represent strong character fraits that we all aspire to
attain. At ACSS, our Totem and the animals of our Totem, anchor our culture,

provide direction for our school, and epitomize the values and attributes we want
for our students and school community.

Mr. Fox, Mr. Bryce, and Mr. Robinson from the Aldergrove Rotary Club helping out,
as they do every Thursday, preparing donations of food for the Starfish Backpack
Program with Ms. Wight and our Hairstyling students.
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Behind the scenes in the operation of our stellar new scoreboards/multimedia
screens.
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Ms. Weir and Ms. Gimpel getting excellent hair service from our Hairstyling students.
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School Messenger Text Message Alerts

The District and schools use SchoolMessenger to communicate with families.
It is a notification service for parental outreach, emergency broadcasts,
school information, student attendance alerts, secure file delivery, and other
communications for education. If your family’s contact information is up to
date in MyEDBC you will automatically receive emails. If you want to take
advantage of the text message notification service (optional), please follow
the instructions here. An infographic about the tool is here.

Key Upcoming Dates:

. Wednesday, December 15 - ACSS/BGMS Christmas Concert
. Friday, December 17 - Last day of classes before winter break

(Assembly 1:00 PM)

. Tuesday, January 4 - First day of classes after winter break
. January 11 - Grade 9 Immunizations
. April 5 - Grade 10 Immunizations

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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Our ACSS community continues to bring in items supporting two families in from our elementary
feeder schools and the Langley/Aldergrove Youth Hub. We will continue to collect items until
Tuesday, Dec. 14th. We also are accepting cash donations that will be turned info gift cards for

the two families. You may donate directly at the office or through School Cash Online. Click

Here to donate online
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Monday Dec 13 - Bring anything but a
backpack day! (and door
decorating rescheduled)

Tuesday Dec 14 - Younger You (dress like
you did in elem/middle

school!

Wednesday Dec 15 - Christmas Accessory
Day

Thursday Dec 16 - Ugly sweater day

Friday Dec 17 - P) Day & Pancake BreakFast!

Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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CHRISTMAS
HAMPER

DONATION DRIVE

Help make this Christmas merry and
bright for the families of ACSS

We will be collecting non-perishable items at:
ACSS Library Entrance

ACSS
DECEMBER 7 TO 15

DURING SCHOOL HOURS
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NORTH ISLAND COLLEGE |Blended Delivery Model

Motion Picture Crew Training

Three Program Options
Set Construction Micro-credential
Grip Micro-credential
Lighting Micro-credential

Learn from industry experts the theoretical and applied skills to pursue employment in the motion

picture industry. The training programs prepare graduates for entry-level Crew Positions specific
to Set Construction, Lighting, or Grip. Each of these three specific crews are instrumental in the
preparation and shooting of any given film or television production. Students need to have a desire
to work in a fast-paced, rewarding, and dynamic sector. Individuals who are creative, detail-
focused, have a strong aptitude for working with their hands and on their feet, are self motivated
and appreciate working with a team, are well suited to the sector.

| Training Dates: Jan 4 - Feb 25/22

| No-cost tuition/fees for eligible applicants

www.nic.bc.ca/trades

Blended Delivery Format:
Online Training and in-person Training in Langley at Martini Film Studios.
Travel support for eligible applicants.

How do | apply for this training
program?

* View the program webpage for Motion
Picture Training programs at
www.nic.bc.ca/trades

For more information:

ashley.russo@nic.bc.ca
250-923-9700 ext 7837

NORTH ISLAND COLLEGE

VANCOUVER I AND NORTH N, . oy BRITISH
INFILM Canadd  mas i ” N I‘ e Click on the yellow APPLY Now button in

wded by the Gowe

o Workfore

- the top right corner

e Complete your application online.

e Within a week of submitting your online
application you will be contacted to
participate in an eligibility interview.

¢ Upon completion of the interview, appli-
cants will be advised by mid-December
on whether they have been accepted
into the program
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Tis the Season for Reading

GIVE THE GIFT OF
READING TO ACSS

Since school returned this year, our library circulation statistics are up over
300%. Our students want to read for pleasure! Reading for pleasure helps
reduce anxiety, increases empathy, improves relationships with others,
reduces symptoms of depression, and helps students develop a worldly
outlook.

Looking for a gift that keeps on giving? Consider choosing a book from the
ACSS library's Amazon Wish List. Books on our wish list have been requested
by students as something

they'd love to read. Some

have been requested by I ) b TYIC AGSS (IBRARY LAVE AN

staff as engaging books

they feel d added t - p—
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All books on our Amazon Ttlﬁllgl

Wish List directly support
students as they seek out DLE-&QE DONJﬂTE ﬂ'- BOOE [Dom
titles to self-select and

read for pleasure. C:'UD JﬂuMﬂlEDN W|gﬂ UgT

Thankyuu fur\,.rnur BIT.LY/A LIBWISHE

support this season and
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YEARBCCK
QUUIGATIES

dee ec 17

SUBMIT YOUR SHORT, FUNNY, INSPIRATIONAL
YEARBOOK QUOTES HERE:

https://bit.ly/Grad2022yrbk

MAXIMUM CHARACTER COUNT: 250
(APPROX 50 WORDS)
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GRAD 2022

eacssgrad22

Hey Grads a
families! Join Grad ¢
Remind and stay up to

date on all grad info
for this year! Just text ©
eacssgrad22 to the

Read at 9:23

Welcome to ACSS Grad '22
Remind! Your place for all grad
info!

)
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GRAD 2022

Dear Sir/Madam, The Aldergrove Community Secondary School Dry Grad Committee
is planning the Dry Grad event for the 2022 graduating class. Dry Grad events are held
at many high schools throughout the province to provide a safe, substance free,
chaperoned after-party for the graduating class.

The ACSS Dry Grad committee is comprised of parents who are charged with organiz-
ing safe transportation to and from the dinner/dance and planning the Dry Grad
event. When students finish the dinner/dance, they will be transported to the Dry Grad
venue for a safe, all night party complete with great music, food, entertainment, activ-
ifies, prizes and more!

Our goal is to encourage all grads to attend this farewell party and to make this a fun,
safe and memorable event. In order to make this year’s event successful, we are seek-
ing community support. Please consider whether your business/organization would be
able to provide sponsorship, a cash donation or prize donations to use towards this
special day. In return, the ACSS Dry Grad committee will ensure that your business/
organization will be recognized as a sponsor/donor at the Dry Grad event and in the
community.

We look forward to your support and thank you for your consideration. If you have any
questions or would like to discuss this further, do not hesitate to contact parents of the
ACSS Dry Grad committee via email acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com

Sincerely,

ACSS Dry Grad Committee

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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Fuel and Travel Restrictions Update

The District is sharing an wupdate with the community regarding
the announcement made on November 22, 2021 outlining measures to support
the province’s fuel and travel restrictions. In alignment with

the province, the District will extend these measures until December 14, 2021. The
District is encouraging our students and families to walk, ride a bike, carpool,
use transit or alternate modes of transportation in support of the province’s
efforts. We appreciate your cooperation during these challenging times.

Student Safety Around Schools

With the days growing shorter and the heavy rain, fog, and frost, we are sharing a
reminder to all our students to take extra precaution when walking to and from
school. Please be aware of your surroundings, walk with someone whenever

possible, and avoid wearing headphones. We also ask drivers in our school

community to be vigilant on our roads. We encourage families to speak with their
children about what they can do to stay healthy and safe. Student safety is our

priority. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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Information About School Status

During Inclement Weather

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School
District. So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during
periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via comput-
er or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on
all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter
@LangleySchools and Facebook at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If
you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, call a relative or
friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check
the district website for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status
in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse
107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates.

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision
to close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As
always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on
safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to
travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home
and report an absence to the school.

¥ ‘ % ) .
i
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Breakfast Club

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:15-8:40 daily

Thank you to all of our partners, staff and students for their continued support. A
huge thank you to Langley Sources for their weekly baked goods, breads, cheese
and extras. Langley School Foundation also supports with yogurt, apple sauce and
eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley Firefighters Charitable Society for
a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Breakfast Club Team.

Breakfast Club Donations

Did you know that ACSS Breakfast Club operates every day and is open to every-
one who would like some! The program is run on funding from Breakfast Club of
Canada and donations from the community. If you would like to contribute to the
program, you can do so via School Cash Online.

https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31506/111/False/True
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Contact Tracing Information

Schools in the District are continuing to assist the Fraser Health Authority in contact trac-
ing and case management. We appreciate the ongoing cooperation from parents/
guardians in this process. To help support our families, we are sharing resources from
the BC Centre for Disease Control which outline the contact tracing process in schools.
You can view the Contact Tracing Infographic here and Contact Tracing in Schools re-

source here.
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New Daily Health Check Form — Digital and Print Version

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To bet-
ter assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health
Checker.

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here.

57 fraserhealth

Bebier healih. Best in beallh carm

Fraser Health COVID-19 School Update - Immunization for 12-17 year
olds

Health Canada has approved the use of the Pfizer vaccine for youth aged 12 to 17. British Columbia is expanding the
COVID-19 Immunization Plan to include this age group.

Youth are excited to protect themselves and their families.

Children aged 12 to 17 can register to get vaccinated now by going to www.gov.bc.ca/getvaccinated, calling 1-833-838-

2323 or in person at any Service B.C. centre. Once child(ren) are registered in the provincial system they will be
contacted at a later date via the method they indicated (either email or text) to book their vaccine appointment.

Household and group vaccination options are also available to make it easy for households to be immunized at the same
time. Multiple young people in 2 household can attend one booked appointment and be vaccinated together.

Young people accompanying adults to the adult's new vaccine appointment can register on site and do not need to be
registered or booked in advance. Just let clinic staff know you have arrived.

Ensure all family members bring identification and ideally, their personal health card if they have one.

In the coming days, schools will receive an information package to be shared with families with key information such as
how to prepare for and what to expect during your child's vaccine appointment.

More information can be found at www.gov.bc.ca/getvaccinated and at www . fraserhealth.ca/vaccine

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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COVIDAQG Guidelives 2021-22
— Frequently Asked Questions

why is there wo mask mandate for students in K-37

As announced by the province, masks for students in K-3 are no longer required. The District will be
encouraging students in K-3 to wear a mask. Mask wearing for these students continues to be a
family/caregiver choice. Masks are only one layer of protection. As per public health, the best way to
protect everyone is for people who are eligible to get vaccinated.

As announced by the province, masks will continue to be required for all K-12 staff, students in grades 4-
12, and visitors when indoors and on buses (with exceptions). See further information regarding bussing
here.

Masks are not required for students, staff, and visitors when outdoors.

why is Hhere wo vaccine mandate for students and staff?

As announced by the province, students, staff, and visitors are not required to be vaccinated but it is
strongly recommended. The District is encouraging all students, staff, and visitors to get vaccinated before
the start of the schoal year. As advised by public health, vaccines are the best way to keep everyone
healthy and safe, especially those in the community who are not eligible to get vaccinated.

Walk-in vaccination clinics are available for anyone over the age of 12 years old. For more information on
vaccine clinics in Fraser Health, read here: https://www fraserhealth.ca/vax# YSw77tMNKibs

wWhy is Hhere vo vaccine passport required for students and staff?

As announced by the province, students, staff, and visitors are not required to show proof of vaccination.
As per the province, schools are controlled environments with comprehensive health and safety measures
already in place and attendance of students, staff, and visitors is taken daily. Half of K-12 students are

under 12 years old, not eligible for vaccines, and therefore, the vaccine passport would not be applicable.

A vaccine passport could be applicable, when and if schools host an event (like a concert open to
parents/public). Schools will share additional information with the community where and when
appropriate.

Why are there wo cohorts and physical distancing required?

As announced by the province, cohort and physical distancing is no longer required.

However, the District will be working with administration and school staff to develop creative ways to
maximize space amongst students and staff in classes. Strategies may include using directional arrows and
posters in hallways, spreading out desks and tables in a classroom, and encouraging everyone to respect
others' personal space. Taking classes outdoors will continue to be encouraged.

Will the Pistrict improve vewtilation in schools?

The District upgraded HVAC systems with MERV 13 filters in all sites including portables prior to last year
school year. These upgrades meet and exceed provincial ventilation requirements.

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ ACSSTotems


http://www.acsstotems.ca

ACSS Totem Times

Dream, Believe, Achieve
a December 10, 2021

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information

will students be able +o take online courses onlive if they feel unsafe? will there be
the Transition Support WModel in September?

There continues to be a range of choices for students and their families in September. The District will not
be offering the Transition Support Model for this school year. Students will be able to learn online through
Distributed Learning programs offered at U-Connect (Elementary, Middle, Secondary) or Langley Education
Centre (Secondary). Students also have the option of homeschooling. If you have questions about options
for your child, please connect with your school administrator.

If a student ewrolls in a Pistribuited Learning program or chooses homeschooling, will
they be able to save their spot at their catchment school or choice school?

Due to significant increases in student enrclment K-12 in the Langley School District, if a student chooses
to enroll in a Distributed Learning program or is homeschoaoled, the school will not be able to save a
student’s space at their catchment school or choice school. In the event a student leaves for the school
year, they will have to re-enroll for their catchment or choice school and follow regular procedures
regarding registration and timeline. If you have questions, please connect with your school administrator.

why can’t the Pistrict implement i+s own guidelines?

The District takes direction from the Ministry of Education and the Provincial Health Office regarding public
health matters. The District also follows regional and local health and safety measures developed by the
Fraser Health Authority. Changes to any health and safety guidelines can only come from public health
authorities. The District defers to health authorities on decision making as they base their advice on sdence
and data collected by public health. The District trusts health experts and their work to help keep our
students, staff, and community safe.

why are the guidelines in schools different from other commanity settings (e.a.,
restaurants, stores, recreation centers)?

The District takes direction from the Ministry of Education and the Provincial Health Office. As per the
province, all schools follow the health and safety outlines in the BCCDC's Public Communicable Disease
Guidance for K-12 Schools. Other sites within the Langley School District {non-education sites such as the
school board office) follow WorkSafeBC guidelines which are different from school settings. Other
community settings will have health and safety measures in place implemented by the province and/or
regional/local authority.

Tsu't the Pistrict concerned about COVID-G exposures in schools due +o increasing
case counts/Delta variant?

The District shares the community’s concern over COVID-19 cases. The District acknowledges that as long
as there is COVID-19 in the community, there will be exposures in schools. The District understands the
more eligible people are immunized; the less likely school exposures may lead to transmission. The District
is confident the COVID-19 measures in place for the school year will help in protecting the health and
safety of students, staff, and community members.

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ ACSSTotems
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Wwelcome to

SchoolCashOnline

Fast. Safe. Convenient.

For safety and efficiency reasons, Langley School District would like to reduce the amount of cash & cheques
coming imto our schools. Please join the thousands of parents who hawve already registered
and are enjoying the convenience of paying OMNLIME!
It takes less than 5 minutes to register. Please follow these step-by-step instructions so you will begin to recene
email notifications regarding upcoming events imvohdang your child

Goto
hitps-ilsd33 schoolcashonline com

and click on Register.

v Enter inyour first name, |ast name,

email and create a password
" Select a securtty question
Check YES to recerne email
notifications

%

A registration confirmation email will
be forwarded to you. Click on the limk
provided inside the email to confirm
your email and School Cash Online
account (check spam)

The confirtnation link will open the
School Cash Online site, prompting you
to sign into your account. Lise your
email address and password to log im

If you require assistance, select the SUPPORT option in the bottom right

hand corner of the screen or go to helpdesk supportschoolcashonline com

\

This step will connect your child to
YO accoumnt

a) Enmter the School Board Mame
b) Emter the School Mame

<) Emter Your Child's Student
MHumber, Last Mame, Date of Birth.
d) Select Continuwe

e) Om the next page confirm that
you are related to the child, check in
the Agree box and select Continue
fi  Wowr child has been added to
YOUr SCCoUE

O KBEVGROUP

© 2017 All nghts reserved
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FAQs

I've forgotten my password

Click on the “Forgot your password?” link to
reset your password. A temporary password
will be sent to the email address registered
with your account.

How secure are my purchases?

KEV Group's top priority is to keep your
personal information safe. Go to
https://helpdesk.supportschoolcashonline.com
and see Security for Security Policy and
Privacy Policy.

What if | can’t find my student?

Contact your school to confirm your
student’s details (sign up criteria) to ensure it
matches exactly with what was entered in

your school’s records.

What if | can’t see any items?

Each school creates their own items for
purchase and assigns them to students. Once
assigned, they will appear online under the
student tab.

Need Hel p? {" !?Qﬂgley School District #35 - Langley

Go to helpdesk.supportschoolcashonline.com

Contact your school office directly for

the following issues:

+ You require a refund for items purchased on
School Cash Online

v~ When adding to the cart, the item displayed
prevents you from completing your

How To Make Online Payments
purchase correctly

for Your Student Fees using

SchoolCashOnline

Powered by @ KEVGROUP

v You made a purchase on an item incorrectly
and want to change your order

v’ You are missing items that you thought
were available to purchase. Items are creat-
ed by the school and School Cash Online

displays those items for parents to purchase Fast, safe convenient.

Welcome to
SchoolCashOnline

School Cash Online is an easy to use and safe

way to pay for your children’s school fees.

v~ Conveniently make payments for student fees
online

v/ Stay connected and informed of all school
activities

v Never miss out on field trips, school events,
yearbooks and more

All you have to do is register, attach
your students and in no time, you will be able
to make payments online.

How to Register

1. Go to https:/sd35.schoolcashonline.com/
and click on Register
v/ Enter in your first name, last name, email and
create a password.
v~ Select a security question.
v/ Check YES to receive email notifications

2. A confirmation email will be sent to you
e Check spam

3. Follow the instructions in the email.
Your email is used as your username in your profile.

o Stay connected by receiving email

e Never miss out on field trips, yearbook @

How to Add a Student

Sign In to School Cash Online

Go to MY ACCOUNT.

From the drop down menu, select My Students.
Click to add a student.

How to Make a Payment

1. You will be able to view any available items
attached to your students that are set up on
your account.

2. Select the item that you would like to
purchase and click “add to Cart".

Type in your School Board Name
Select School Name from the list.
Enter Student Criteria (as set by your
School Board)

CONFIRM

3. Once you have finished adding items to your
cart, select “Check Out” to make payment.

You can add up to 8 students on your profile. You can pay for multiple student’s items in one Check Out.

Payment Types Accepted

B CreditCards B eCheck

@ Pay required fees any time, any where.
notifications of new fees.

Students no longer risk carrying cash and

checks to school in their backpacks.
sales, and school events.

Instagram: @acss.totems

Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School

Twitter: @ ACSSTotems


http://www.acsstotems.ca

