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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving long weekend. As always, Walnut Grove 
Secondary has been a flurry of activity as our students and staff create experiences and 
learning opportunities in which students can learn, grow and thrive.  
 
Last night, our volleyball teams had an exciting Seniors Night against Yale Secondary. 
The girls’ team put up a great fight but unfortunately came up short. However, the boys’ 
team celebrated a fantastic victory! Congratulations to all our players for their hard work 
and dedication. Special congratulations to our Grade 12 student-athletes. Thank you to 
our coaches for all of their investment of time and energy to support our teams and 
students athletes. Thank you to all those who were able to come out and support our 
Gators last night! 
 
In other news, we hosted our Informal Learning Updates with students this week. 
Students should have brought these updates home, so please check in with them to 
review their progress. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the Informal 
Learning Udpate, please contact the teacher directly. Our upcoming parent-teacher 
interviews are a great opportunity to connect with your student’s teachers. 
 
Additionally, we conducted several important emergency drills yesterday, including a 
lockdown drill, earthquake drill, and fire drill with evacuation. These drills are crucial for 
ensuring the safety and preparedness of our students and staff. Sincere thanks to our 
staff for guiding students through the three drills and thank you to our School Liaison 
Officer, Constable McLaren for coming to support us in the safety drills as well. 
 
Our Grade 9 students had an assembly during Wednesday’s HUB time where our Career 
Education teachers explained the process 
and criteria for developing their mini 
capstone presentations. This is an 
important step in their educational 
journey, and we encourage parents to 
discuss these projects with their 
student(s). 
 
We also hosted our Grad Cruise on 
October 9th. Despite starting with some 
heavy rain, the weather cleared up, and 
our grads had a fantastic evening on the 
water.  
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We recently held our annual Clubs Day, where students had the opportunity to visit the 
cafeteria and explore the various clubs available to them. We have a wide range of clubs 
and opportunities for students to engage in. For a full list of available clubs, please visit 
the Club Directory on our school website. 
 
Lastly, a reminder that parent-teacher interviews are scheduled for October 23 and 
October 24. This is a great opportunity to discuss your student’s progress and address 
any questions or concerns.  Not sure what questions to ask your student’s teacher at your 
parent-teacher conference? The District is sharing this resource to help families plan for 
their meeting. Families can review this three-page resource for some ideas, questions, 
and things to consider. Read here.  Please see the detailed information that was 
previously sent home for details on how to book times with your student’s teachers. 
 
Wishing you all a fantastic weekend, 
 

Mr. Jeremy Lyndon 
 
Proud Principal 
 

  

https://wgssgnn.com/club-directory/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/10/Student-Conferences-Parent-Guardian-Guide-2024Oct.pdf
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Sunday, October 20 Parent/teacher interview bookings close @ 11:59PM 
Wednesday, October 23 Parent/teacher interviews, early dismissal @ 1:55PM 
Thursday, October 24 Parent/teacher interviews, early dismissal @ 1:55PM 
Friday, October 25 Provincial Pro D Day, students do not attend 
Tuesday, November 5 Dry Grad meeting @ 6:30PM in WGSS Library 
Friday, November 8 Design and Assessment Day, students do not attend 
Monday, November 11 Remembrance Day, school closed 
Tuesday, November 12 PAC meeting @ 7PM in WGSS Library 
 

 
ELECTIONS BC 

On Saturday October 19th many of our school gyms across the District will be used as 
provincial election polling stations from 8am – 8pm. As guided by Section 81 of the 
Election Act “accommodation in a school that is the property of a board of school trustees 
under the School Act must be made available by the board for use as a voting place.” 
Please take note of extra pedestrian and vehicle traffic in the area of these sites on 
election day. 
  
The District appreciates the support and cooperation from families and members of our 
community. The District is encouraging everyone who is eligible to do their civic duty and 
vote.  For a list of school sites being used, visit the District website here. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES & RESPONSE 
Health and safety are a priority in the Langley School District. Schools follow emergency 
procedures to ensure students, staff, and any visitors in our schools or sites are safe 
when unexpected incidents or events happen.  
 
At the start of every school year, administrators, teachers, and staff review these 
emergency procedures. Schools practice a set number of drills annually in preparation 
for unexpected situations. The District encourages families to become familiar with these 
staff emergency procedures and the drills that are completed in schools. You can read 
them in the Staff Emergency Procedures Poster here or find them posted in areas 
throughout District buildings. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about emergency procedures, please contact your 
child’s teacher or principal.  

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/view/election-day-2024-use-of-school-sites/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/10/Staff-Emergency-Procedures-Poster.pdf
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PROVINCIAL LITERACY 10 AND 12 ASSESSMENTS 

NOVEMBER 2024 
This year, Grade 10’s and 12’s will be writing the Provincial Literacy Assessments during 
the week of October 28th to November 1st 2024, if they have English this semester.  In 
general, this assessment is meant to be a more wholistic view of our students’ literacy 
skills, as they near graduation, as opposed to student’s understanding of content from a 
particular English.  
  
All Grade 10/12’s are required to write this assessment, and this assessment:  

• is meant to be reflective of life, not just one English class  
• completed online   
• marking rubric is out of 4  
• If you do not write this assessment in this session, you need to 

make other arrangements with the school for an alternate session  
  
When do students write?   

• All students must show up during their allotted time (see below)  
• We appreciate that you may be missing one class, however, all our 

teachers are aware of this schedule and have planned around it  
• We don’t want people coming ill, however, this assessment is necessary 

to graduate.  Please contact Ms. Harradine through Teams if you are ill.  
• Most students will be completed within two hours; however, the assessment 

is available online for three hours for those who need extra time  
  
On the day of writing the assessment, students, please be aware:  

• Bring your student ID card or picture ID     
• Be prepared to put your phone, purse, earphones, etc. away from the 

computer  
• No food in the Library  
• For those students who traditionally write exams in a Resource room, 

please contact your Case Manager if you wish to write there  
  
When will students write?  

• Arrive at 8:15AM and write from 8:30 – 11:30AM 
• Arrive at 11:45AM and write from 12:00 – 3:00PM  
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How do families prepare? Where can I find more information?  

• This is not an assessment you can “cram” for  
• More information on Literacy can be found at 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/grade-12-literacy-assessment 
• Please take some time to familiarize yourself with this site prior to sitting for 

the assessment  
  
Day of Writing:  
We will write in the Library and ask students to write based on their classroom 
teacher.  Students, please check with your English teacher if you need clarification about 
the write.  Again, as mentioned above, Resource Students may have an alternate time 
to write.  Please see your Case Manager for further details.  
 

  

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/grade-12-literacy-assessment
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CELLPHONE/PERSONAL DEVICE POLICY 

Since we are part way through the semester, we have given students a refresher on the 
new province-wide policies regarding personal devices. We have noticed so many 
students making good choices with their devices after this new policy came out, but as 
the weeks have gone by, we noticed some students are still distracted by their phones 
and watches. With your support, we want to ensure a healthy learning environment while 
abiding to the new policies. 
 
We have reminded students that this new regulation isn’t meant to be a punishment, but 
by removing the distractions from digital devices, students can focus on their education. 
Without the distraction of their devices, this leads to better learning outcomes and helps 
support their mental health and social connections.  
 
Unless otherwise directed by your classroom teacher, personal digital devices have 
asked to be out of sight.  
 
If guardians need to get ahold of their child, please contact the office.  
 
 

STUDENT DRIVER SAFETY 
On occasion administrators are in our parking lots at lunch time and we are proud to say 
that the majority of our student drivers adhere to the Motor Vehicle Act regulations 
regarding N drivers. There are, however, a number of conversations we have with 
students who are not adhering to the limit of one passenger only (not including immediate 
family) and in some cases the drivers also don’t have their N displayed. Please remind 
your student drivers of the N restrictions that can be found here. 

 
 

WALNUT GROVE BREAKFAST CLUB 
Walnut Grove Breakfast Club needs parent volunteers to assist with our breakfast club 
from 7:45-8:45AM.  
 
Are you able to assist for one or mornings a week? If so, please email Mr. Powell, 
npowell@sd35.bc.ca, and he can provide you with more details and connect you with our 
community volunteer coordinator.  
 

 
  

https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/Get-your-N
mailto:npowell@sd35.bc.ca
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PAC MESSAGE 

Hello and Happy Friday from your WGSS PAC! 
 
We held our second PAC meeting of the year on Tuesday, October 8, and were happy to 
see more parents join us this time. PAC meetings are open to every parent or guardian 
of a WGSS student. Whether your child is in Grade 8 or Grade 12, we would love to see 
you there and hear your concerns.  
 
The PAC Executive is currently preparing for the November meeting, at which we will be 
presenting funding requests to be voted on. Every high school annually receives funds 
from the BC Gaming Commission, which are disbursed by the PAC and used for 
extracurricular activities, Funding Request forms went out to student clubs and teachers 
at the end of September. The PAC Executive vets the requests for eligibility (the use of 
gaming funds is tightly regulated and not all requests are eligible), and eligible requests 
will be presented at the November meeting for attending parents to vote on. This is 
probably the most fun meeting of the year - it’s wonderful to see what our student clubs, 
athletic teams, and various teaching departments envision for the growth and benefit of 
our students. We’d love to see as many of you as possible on November 12 at 7 pm in 
the library. Come and let your vote count! 
 
The PAC is also starting to think about succession planning. Every member of the 
Executive is also “graduating” this year - our children are either in Grade 12 or the 
positions are ineligible for another term, which means we need an entirely new set of 
parents to volunteer to run the PAC next year. We’d love to have a plan in place for who 
is going to take over from us. The position of Treasurer especially requires some advance 
planning and training for whoever is going to take over, and we are all here to help to 
ensure a smooth transition.  
 
Having said that, the position of District PAC Representative is currently open, and we 
would love to see it filled as soon as possible. The District PAC meets once a month on 
a Thursday at 7 pm. Meetings alternate between in-person at the School District office 
and virtual, and the DPAC rep then attends the next PAC meeting to report on what’s 
happening in the district. If you think you might be interested, please email us at 
contact.wgsspac@gmail.com. 
 
  

mailto:contact.wgsspac@gmail.com
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Finally, we’d like to ask you again to donate to your PAC. Our fundraising flyer is attached. 
Every penny helps us raise money for things we can’t use Gaming Commission funds for, 
primarily student scholarships. No amount is too small, and we very much appreciate your 
help.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Your WGSS PAC 
 
 
 
Find us on Facebook/ Meta as “WGSS PAC”, or on our website: wgsspac.ca, or email us 
at contact.wgsspac@gmail.com. 
 
 
Here are the dates for PAC Meetings for the 2024 – 2025 school year.  
• November 12  
• December – no meeting  
• January 14  
• February 11  
• March – no meeting  
• April 8  
• May 13  
• June 10 (Regular PAC Meeting and Annual General Meeting)  
  

mailto:contact.wgsspac@gmail.com
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DRY GRAD 2025 NEWS 

We encourage all parents/guardians of Grade 12 students to attend and learn how you 
can help and get involved in organizing a great and safe event for the Grads of 2025!  
You can also find us on Facebook at Walnut Grove Secondary Dry Grad 2025. 
 
 
All meetings will be held in the WGSS Library from 6:30-7:30PM 
 
Tuesday, November 5  
Tuesday, December 3  
Tuesday, January 7  
Tuesday, January 28 
Tuesday, February 18  
Tuesday, March 11  
 
Future Meeting dates will be determined.  

 
 
 
  



 

  
October 18, 2024 Twitter: @sd35wgss           Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary
    

 


