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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
 
 
Dear Gator Families, 
 

I’m finding it hard to believe that we are already into the month of December and there are just two 
more weeks before the Winter Holiday Break. We are really looking forward to the next few weeks 
as besides the tremendous ongoing learning opportunities, we have a number of activities planned 
for students and staff. I am looking forward to seeing the foyer decorated and the staff decorated 
Christmas trees that bring some festive spirit to our school. All of this is building towards the 
excitement of our annual Christmas assemblies, which will take place on the last day of school 
before the Winter Break. 
 
Congratulations to our Senior Girls Volleyball team, who culminated an incredibly successful season 
with a fourth-place finish at the Provincial championships in Kelowna. The close of their season has 
brought to an end the Fall sports. Congratulations to all our athletes who gave their best in Cross-
Country, Lacrosse, Soccer, Swimming and Volleyball. With the move into December, our athletes 
are fully focussed on the winter sports of Basketball and Curling. Good luck to them as they start 
their seasons. 
 
The last few weeks have provided students with time to reflect on their growth in learning and with 
respect to the core competencies. Just a reminder to check out your student’s reflections on their 
SPACES account. As part of Provincial Career Week, some students took time to investigate future 
career pathways and the skills needed to be successful. This culminated on December 2nd, when we 
hosted the Find Your Fit program, put on by Work BC and EducationPlanner BC (More information 
can be found here). A number of students in grade 8-10 were able to experience this program that 
helps students discover and explore a range of high-opportunity occupations in B.C. Thank you to 
our amazing Career Advisors, Ms Verbeek and Ms Kostiuk, for arranging this opportunity. 
 
Besides the upcoming festive activities, there are a couple other events to highlight. December 10th 
is the annual Christmas Music Concert, featuring the talents of our Choir and Band Students. It is 
always an amazing event and a great way to head towards the holiday season. December 11th sees 
the return of the Gator “Candy Cane Classic” senior boys basketball tournament. Games will be 
hosted during the school day as well as in the evening. A few classes will have the opportunity to 
cheer on our senior boys basketball team as they battle fierce competition throughout the 
tournament. It is always a fantastic atmosphere when our student-athletes can play in front of a 
packed home crowd in the gym. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! 
 

Mr Mike Pue 
Proud Principal  

https://www.workbc.ca/plan-career/career-events/find-your-fit-tour
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

December 1 – 6 Grad Photos  
December 10 WGSS Christmas Concert 
December 19 Last Day Prior to Winter Break! 
January 5  School Re-Opens after Winter Break 
January 8  Grad Portrait Retakes – more info to come! 
January 9  SASSY Awards Scholarship Presentation @REP (Cafeteria) 
January 14 & 15 WGSS Local & District Scholarship Workshop @REP (Cafeteria) 
January 12  Dry Grad Meeting at 7PM (Library) 
January 12 – 20  Grad Assessments 
January 15  PAC Meeting at 7PM (Library) 
January 16  Local & District Scholarship App Available on Teams (for Grads) 
January 20  District Jazz Band Festival (LFAS) 
January 26 & 27 Transition Days – students not in attendance 
January 28  Semester Turnaround Day – students not in attendance 
January 29  Semester 2 Begins! 
 
 
 
 

GATOR NATION BREAKFAST CLUB VOLUNTEERS 
 
Our Breakfast Club has started and we are looking for volunteers who can assist. If you 
are willing and able to assist one or more mornings per week (7:45-8:45am) please 
contact our Breakfast Club Volunteer Coordinator, Rebeca 
Monzo: rmonzo@lwchurch.ca 
 
  

mailto:rmonzo@lwchurch.ca
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STUDENT DROP OFF & PICK UP 
  
We have a very large school population, with approximately 2200 students attending 
WGSS this year. As the weather gets wetter and colder, the morning drop-off and 
afternoon pick-up gets busier and our school grounds and surrounding roadways 
become very congested.   
  
We thought it would be helpful to send a few reminders:  
  

• Please do not drop-off or pick-up students along Walnut Grove Drive. This is 
unsafe.   

• If you can drop-off or pick-up your student in a neighbouring area that is not as 
busy, that would be helpful.  

• Please do not park in the parking lots of our neighbouring Townhouse 
Complexes. This creates situations where residents are not able to park in their 
own homes and makes it more difficult for them to navigate their internal 
roadways.  

• If you can stagger your drop-off times (a little earlier) or pick-up times (a little 
later) that would also help to alleviate congestion.  

• Please be mindful of blocking lanes if you are coming through the front of the 
school:  
o Please make room for our buses to be able to park and maneuver in the 

parking lot.  
o Please do not park in the lanes in front of the parking stalls; this holds up 

traffic and prevents cars from leaving the parking spots.  
o Please do not park in the designated bus zones.  
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  LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENTS 
 
Provincial Assessments cancelled in November have been rescheduled for Jan 12-20. 
Students in grade 10 are required to complete a Literacy 10 and Numeracy 10 
assessment, and students in grade 12 must complete their Literacy 12 assessment prior 
to graduation.  
 
Literary Assessments are meant to be a more wholistic view of our students’ literacy 
skills, as they near graduation, as opposed to student’s understanding of content from a 
particular English.   
 

All Grade 10/12’s are required to write this assessment, and this assessment:   
• is meant to be reflective of life, not just one English class   
• completed online    
• marking rubric is out of 4   
• If you do not write this assessment in this session, you need to 

make other arrangements with the school for an alternate session   
 
Numeracy Assessments are designed to evaluate students' ability to apply 
mathematical concepts and reasoning skills in real-world contexts. It emphasizes critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and the practical application of math across various 
scenarios. The assessment is a mandatory part of graduation requirements and aims to 
provide insight into students' mathematical competencies.   
 
When do students write?    

• All students must show up during allotted time (see chart on following page) 
• AM session – arrive by 8:15 AM 
• PM session – arrive by 11:45 AM 

• We appreciate that you may be missing one class, however, all our teachers are 
aware of this schedule and have planned around it   

• We don’t want people coming ill, however, this assessment is necessary to 
graduate. 

• Most students will be completed within two hours; however, the assessment is 
available online for three hours for those who need extra time   

  
How do families prepare? Where can I find more information?   

• This is not an assessment you can “cram” for, as it is not about content 
knowledge, but instead focussed on student proficiency & skills 

• More information on the Literacy & Numeracy assessments, including sample 
questions can be found at https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/ under the provincial 
assessments tab 

• Please take some time to familiarize yourself with this site prior to sitting for the 
assessment 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/


 

  
December 5, 2025           X: @sd35wgss           Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary
    

Day of Writing 
We will write in the Library and ask students to write based on their classroom 
teacher.  Students, please check with your English teacher if you need clarification 
about the write.  Resource students may have an alternate time to write.  Please see 
your Case Manager for further details.   

• Bring your student ID card or picture ID      
• Be prepared to put your phone, purse, earphones, etc. away from the computer   
• Make sure you have eaten before the assessment as no food is allowed in 

the Library   
• For those students who traditionally write exams in a Resource room, please 

contact your Case Manager if you wish to write there   
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REPORTING AN ABSENCE 
 

The school uses an automated absence reporting system called SafeArrival, offered 
through SchoolMessenger. With SafeArrival, you are asked to report your child’s 
absence in advance using any of these three convenient methods: 
 

1. SchoolMessenger App – Using your mobile device, download and install the 
SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store. The 
first time you use the app, select “Sign Up” to create your account. You must use 
the same email address and phone number that is on file at the school. Select 
“Attendance” then “Report an Absence”. 
 

2. SafeArrival Website – Use the SafeArrival website: 
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca. The first time you use the website, select “Sign 
Up” to create your account. You must use the same email address and phone 
number that is on file at the school. Select “Attendance” then “Report an 
Absence”. 
 

3. Toll-Free Phone – Call the toll-free number 1-833-294-4837 to report an 
absence using the automated phone system. If you are calling the toll-free 
number, you must call from the parent/guardian phone number on file with the 
school. 
 

These options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week. We ask that daily absences 
are reported as soon as possible and before 3:00pm on the day of the absence. This 
includes late arrivals and early departures. Future absences can be reported at any 
time. If absences are not reported before the cut-off time of 3:00pm, the parent/guardian 
may still receive an automatic notification in the evening to inform them of an absence.  
 
Absences are only to be reported by parents/guardians on file with the school. Students 
are NOT to report their own absences. 
 
Please report absences using SafeArrival instead of sending notes, calling, or emailing 
the school. Please use the three options above to report absences. The school office 
will no longer accept calls regarding attendance. Parents/guardians will need to 
report via the app, website, or toll-free number in a timely manner. 
 
If families have children attending other schools, please continue to report absences 
using the existing procedures for those schools. 
 

. 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/
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Building Better Tech Habits Workshop from Media Smarts for Families  
MediaSmarts has launched a new, free, self-guided workshop to help families develop 
healthier technology and screen-time habits. Building Better Tech Habits provides 
practical, research-informed strategies for managing family screen use and addressing 
common digital challenges at all ages. The workshop can be accessed 24/7 via the link 
below and completed any time, making it easy to fit into busy schedules. 
https://mediasmarts.ca/teacher-resources/building-better-tech-
habits?mc_cid=c91580ec15&mc_eid=43f3fb04f2 
 

 
ERASE BULLYING REPORT IT TOOL 

 
The ERASE Bullying Report It Tool is a way for students to report bullying, threats, or 
unsafe situations—anonymously and securely. If you or someone you know is being 
bullied, feeling unsafe, or worried about violence at school, you can use this tool to get 
help from trusted adults.  Interested in seeing a counsellor? 
 
 
  

https://mediasmarts.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67f408dfb22f2784ff7891486&id=ff78b3cf5e&e=43f3fb04f2
https://mediasmarts.ca/teacher-resources/building-better-tech-habits?mc_cid=c91580ec15&mc_eid=43f3fb04f2
https://mediasmarts.ca/teacher-resources/building-better-tech-habits?mc_cid=c91580ec15&mc_eid=43f3fb04f2
https://wpga.myschoolapp.com/app/pushpage/TrackPushPageEmail?s=464&snd=6b348552-066e-46ac-b998-acb1f376a165&url=0BC61006759208B9DBB31071613DD20270077D640F263F6B980885E144595165BAD726C510C4523E&lbl=ERASE+Bullying+Report+It+Tool
https://wgsscourseguide.ca/contact/
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Dry Grad 
 
Next Meeting 

• Monday, January 12 at 7pm in WGSS Library 
 
Neufeld Farms Fundraiser 

• If you have placed an order, pick-up is Dec 12 at 3:15pm in the foyer at WGSS 
 
Purdy’s Fundraiser 

• If you have placed an order, pick-up is Dec 15 at 3:15pm in the foyer at WGSS  
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FROM OUR PAC 
 
PAC Executives for the 2025 – 2026 school year: 

• President - Itzel Symonds 
• Vice President - Valerie Steckler 
• Treasurer - Shivani Khera 
• Secretary - Amy Olson 
• DPAC Rep - Rebecca Hardin 
• Members at Large - Stephen Northrup and Tali Litvak Kor  

 
PAC Meeting Dates 
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00pm in the WGSS 
library, with a few exceptions. There is no PAC Meeting in December or March. The 
meeting in June is a regular meeting as well as the Annual General Meeting.  
 
Here are the remaining dates for PAC Meetings for the 2025 – 2026 school year: 

• December – no meeting 
• January 15th 
• February 12th 
• March – no meeting 

• April 9th 
• May 21st 
• June 11th  

 
 

 
We are very appreciative of our PAC and the Executive for the support that they 

provide for our students and our school! 
 
 



 

  
December 5, 2025           X: @sd35wgss           Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary
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FROM OUR DISTRICT 
 
 
Langley School District Foundation 
We’re only 13 days from announcing the winners of The Lucky Langley 50/50 & Raffle - 
the Jackpot is already over $6,500! And you could win 2 Air Canada Tickets anywhere 
they fly in North America! 
  
Every ticket purchased gets you one step closer to your dream vacation, or half the 
jackpot, just in time for Christmas and supports Langley students. 
  
Tickets start at just $10. Click here for more info or to puchase tickets! 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

https://lsdf.rafflenexus.com/a/admin-memo


 

  
December 5, 2025           X: @sd35wgss           Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary
    

 
Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 
Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. 
So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during periods 
of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via computer or 
smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school 
websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to X (formerly Twitter) 
@LangleySchools and Facebook at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you 
don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an 
area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check the district website 
for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to 
CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM 
or 88.1FM for updates. 
  
Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to 
close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, 
it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on safety and 
individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or 
attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an 
absence to the school. 
 
 

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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FROM FRASER HEALTH 
 

Health, safety, and wellness continue to be a priority in our schools. To help support our 
students and families, we are sharing important information from our community partner 
Fraser Health about Winter Health. Please see below for helpful reminders to support 
your child. 
  
Keep Your Child Healthy During Winter 
As the chilly winter season approaches, there are things you can do to help keep your 
children healthy and well.   
  
Get Ready For Winter At Home And In The Community  
Winter can bring extreme weather and it's important to have plans to be safe during cold 
weather, storms and power outages, including staying warm, having a carbon monoxide 
detector and planning for emergencies. Learn about programs that can support your 
family:  
·      Get ready for winter: Snow and cold safety for you and your home - Fraser 
Health Authority 
·      Indoor air quality - Fraser Health Authority 
  
Bundle Up For The Cold  
Dressing appropriately for cold weather keeps your child comfortable and protected. 
Wearing multiple layers is a great way to trap body heat and provide insulation against 
the cold. 
  
Keep a warm hat, gloves, scarves and warm, waterproof boots handy. Remind your 
child to wear these items before heading outside to play or going to school.   
Learn about hypothermia and frostbite as children can be more susceptible.  
  
Protect Against Winter Illnesses   
Winter brings an increased risk of colds and flu. Ensure your child receives their annual 
flu vaccine and talk to a health care provider about any additional vaccines that may be 
recommended. Teach your child good respiratory etiquette such as regular hand 
washing, covering their coughs and sneezes and staying home when sick. If they are 
sick and cannot stay away from others, masks can help to reduce the risk of spreading 
illness. Learn more about masks here. 
  
  

https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/winter-health/get-ready-for-winter-snow-and-cold-safety-for-you-and-your-home
https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/winter-health/get-ready-for-winter-snow-and-cold-safety-for-you-and-your-home
https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/air-quality/indoor-air-quality
https://fraserhealth.patienteduc.ca/search/results?q=hypothermia&f_language_facet=English&sort=score+desc&p=1&ps=10&bu=%2F
https://fraserhealth.patienteduc.ca/search/results?q=frostbite&f_language_facet=English&sort=score+desc&p=1&ps=10&bu=%2F
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks/masks
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Keep Their Bodies Moving  
It is important to keep your child active during winter as regular physical activity is 
important for good health. Outdoor activities such as skating, sledding and going for 
walks as a family are all great ways to keep active. On colder days, indoor play and 
activities such as dancing, yoga or sports are great ways to promote movement. Look 
for drop-in programs at local community centres or indoor sports facilities. 
  
If you play on frozen lakes or ponds, be sure that the ice has been tested for strength 
and safety. Learn more on the Lifesaving Society's website.  
  
Find more tips for a healthy winter on Fraser Health’s Winter Health page.   
 

https://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/watersmart-education/ice-safety/
https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/winter-health

	Dry Grad

