
 

Thunder Blurb: Wed Oct 15th 

Principal's Message 

 

 

A big thank you to our AVID 12 students who were instrumental in organizing and fundraising 

for our Terry Fox Run last week.  They were able to raise $2000 for the fight against cancer with 

many participating with someone in mind.   

A shout out to senior, Jackson Poitras who was named last week's NFL Canada Way to play 

award winner after a one handed catch.  Jackson will receive a $3K grant for equipment at the 

school.  Way to go!!  

We look forward to meeting you on Oct 22nd or 23rd through Parent teacher meetings.  Please 

make an appointment online at lss.schoolappointments.com beginning Oct 10th - 21st. Interims 

distributed between Oct 14- 17th are informal learning updates about how things are going so 

far prior to formal reports mid semester.   



Students and staff are invited to join in Halloween festivities by dressing up in creative, school-

appropriate costumes and participating in various activities offered by the leadership students.  

Please remember, for everyone's safety and enjoyment, costumes do not include replica 

weapons, fireworks or any items that could be considered dangerous or disruptive.  We look 

forward to seeing your creativity and Halloween spirit!  

Literacy and numeracy assessments take place on the week of November 3rd - 7th. These are 

mandatory for grades 10 and 12 and are a graduation requirement.  Please see more details on 

the following pages.  

Take your kids to work day takes place this year on Wed Nov 5th.  This is part of the Careers 9 

program.  Post Secondary BC Day is at Langley Secondary school on Thursday Nov 6th to provide 

an opportunity for students in gr. 11 & 12 to visit kiosks and ask questions of a variety of post 

secondary schools. 

 

 

Diane Smillie, Principal 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Important Dates on the Horizon 

 

 

Tues Oct 14 - 17th Interim Report 

Wed Oct 22nd:  Parent Teacher Interviews  

Thur Oct 23rd:  Parent Teacher Interviews  

Thurs Oct 23rd:  Gr 9 Parent Evening (6:00 pm) 

Thurs Oct 23rd:  Gr 12 Parent Evening (7:00 pm) 

Fri Oct 24th:  Pro D (No school for students) 

Fri Oct 24th:  Tickets on Sale for Winter Formal 

Fri / Sat Oct 24- 25th:  Halloween Volleyball Tournament 

Mon Oct 27th:  PAC Meeting 



Mon Nov 3rd - 7th:  Grade 10 & 12 Literacy & Numeracy Assessments 

Wed Nov 5th: Take Our Kids to Work Day (Grade 9) 

Thurs Nov 6th:  Post Secondary BC Day (gr 11 & 12) 

School News  

 



 

 



 

 

Learning Updates / Report Cards  

Over the course of a school year, parents and caregivers should expect to receive 5 Learning 

Updates:    

2 Informal Learning Updates 



·      Communication of student learning in relation to the learning standards in all current areas 

of learning. No percentage, letter grade or Competency Based Assessment needed for the 

Informal Reporting. 

·      Informal learning updates may involve one of the following:  Interims, phone calls, emails, 

interviews, student reflections.  

  

3 Formal Written Learning Updates 

·      Communication of student learning in relation to the learning standards 

·      Proficiency (gr 9)  

·      Percentage / Letter Grade (gr 10 – 12) 

·      Feedback describing student strengths, areas for future growth, and opportunities for 

further development. 

·      Student generated content, including self-reflection on the Core Competencies and goal 

setting 

  

The yearly timeline for reporting in both semester and linear courses are shown below: 



 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews  

Parent Teacher meetings take place on October 22 (2:05 – 4:30 pm) or October 23 (2:05 – 7:30 

pm). Appointments will be booked online at LSS Parent Teacher Interview .    

Appointments:  The website will be open for parents to book appointments at 3 pm October 

10th. The website will close for bookings at 11:59PM on Tuesday, October 22nd. 

Grade 9 parents are invited to a Gr 9 parent evening at 6:00 pm on Oct 23rd in the Small Gym.  

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an overview for programming and answer any 

questions you may have if you are new to the secondary setting.  

Grade 12 parents are also invited to a Gr 12 parent evening at 7:00 pm on Oct 23rd in the Small 

Gym to review grad requirements and credits and post secondary admissions. 

Academic Tutoring 

Homework Club:  Tuesday and Thursday 3:00- 4:00 pm in Room 114.  

Math Tutoring 

Aside from seeking extra help from the classroom teacher, student math tutors are also 

available.  Please reach out to the counsellor in charge of your child's alpha to help direct.   

https://lss.schoolappointments.com/


Senior Science Tutoring 

 

Senior Science Study/Tutorial Time 

Offering Tuesdays after school in room A203 from 3:10 – 4:10 pm. There will be Senior students 

to support/tutor/study, as well as a science department teacher. 

Literacy and Numeracy Assessments :  Nov 3rd - 7th 

Ministry Literacy and Numeracy assessments are coming up quick! These are a graduation 

requirement 

Assessments will run the week of November 3rd. Grade 10s will be writing Literacy and/or 

Numeracy and Grade 12s will be writing Literacy 12.  

We will also take this opportunity to have Grade 12s make up Grade 10 assessments they may 

have missed.  

Take Our Kids to Work Day: Nov 5th 

Grade 9 Families: 



Take Our Kids to Work Day is on Wednesday, November 5.  This is a day when students are 

encouraged to gain experience outside of school by going to work with a trusted adult (it 

doesn't have to be a parent) for the entire school day.  This can be a valuable opportunity to 

explore careers. 

Your student will receive a permission form in A block on Monday October 20th.  Parents, 

your assistance in helping students connect to an opportunity for November 5 is greatly 

appreciated. If no opportunity is available, Food Safe Level 1 is being offered as a full day course 

for a cost of $25 (usually $90) at LSS with limited seats.  Another limited opportunity (free of 

charge) is a day at the Langley Learning Farm across the street at Derek Doubleday with Langley 

Environmental Protection Society staff.  Forms for these will be shared on October 20th and will 

be first come, first served. 

• Oct 20 - Permission Forms Distributed 

• Oct 31 - Permission Forms Due to Career Office A103b (in the Counselling Centre) 

• Nov 3 - Assignments Distributed 

• Nov 5 - Take Our Kid to Work Day (grade 9) 

• Nov 13 - Assignment Due on Spaces.edu 

In addition to paper copies given out in class, all forms will be available on the class team and 

on the career corner bulletin board. 

 Parents, feel free to email the Career Education 9 teacher, Rachel Kiers 

at rkiers@sd35.bc.ca with any 

questions. If your employer can take more students than your own, consider including others. 

There are always students who are in need of connecting to an opportunity. Thank you for your 

efforts! 

mailto:rkiers@sd35.bc.ca


Grad News 

 

Post Secondary Info 

Many post secondary institutions are opening up their applications soon.  Counsellors will be 

speaking with graduates about their grad requirements and post secondary options on Tuesday, 

Oct 21st. This information will be offered to parents on the evening of Thurs. Oct 23rd at 7:00 

pm.  

Grad photos 

 



Grad photos are scheduled for Jan 8th - 13th in the mobile photo studio at LSS!  

Booking QR codes will be posted around the school and links will be sent out via Teams.  

Alternatively, you can book online now using THIS LINK! 

Please note that all grads will need to have a photo taken for the grad composite, yearbook and 

commencement.  

https://artona.com/bookings


 

 



 



 



Seniors Dance (gr 11 & 12) with guest passes.  Tickets will go on sale on Oct 24th and guest 

passes can be picked up in the office and are due before Nov 7th.  

 

 

CAREER ED WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

We have a new website and students, parents and staff are encouraged to 

visit https://www.sd35.bc.ca/careered and to follow the District Career Education Department 

on social media (@sd35careered) as information is shared as soon as it’s available. Thank you 

for your patience as we update the website! 

You will find a weekly PowerPoint giving you the most up-to-date information on what 

opportunities are available on our website.  

Post Secondary BC Day – Thurs. November 6th @ Langley Secondary School 

Grades 11&12’s! On the afternoon of Thursday, November 6th we will have 18 post-secondary 

institutions join us in the big gym at LSS. Students are encouraged to start researching the post-

secondary schools on the list attached that are of most interest to them. There will be a mini 

fair to follow for any grade level students that interested at the end of the day. 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/careered


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Students are encouraged to get-involved in school and community activities.  Here are a few 

ideas and who you can contact for more info. 

CLUBS  



 

1 - LSS CLUBS 

 

2 - LSS CLUBS II 

ATHLETICS 

 

3 - ATHLETICS 

 



4 - ATHLETICS II 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   

Contact Career Advisors Ms. Sandie Seymour or Mrs. Naomi Warmerdam for applications and 

details. 

 

5 - Volunteer Opportunities 

 

6 - Volunteer Opportunities II 

Mindfulness Club: 

Our Careers advisor, Sandie Seymour is inviting students to build their mindfulness toolkit by 

trying out different techniques to see what works best for you. We will try something different 

each week. It’s not all about zenning out in the lotus position! It will be staff led with the 

occasional guest presenter, and you can even bring your own favourite techniques to share with 

the group. Bring calm into your life  Come join us on Thursdays after school!  Meet in the Dance 

Studio.  



 



PAC News  

 

Dear Langley Secondary Parents and Guardians, 

The Langley Secondary Parent Advisory Council (PAC) would like to extend a warm welcome to 

all the parents and guardians of our Langley Secondary students. The LSS PAC meets on the 

3rd or 4th Monday of most school months to receive school updates from the principal and to 

discuss recent events and issues that arise at the school. 

Our PAC meetings are on the last Monday of every month with the next one on October 27th, 

7pm in the school library. We would welcome you all to attend.  



One of the required functions of the PAC is to distribute funds raised through parent donations 

and gaming grant funds. This is a very important task allowing parents to have a voice in how 

money is allocated at the school.  

The Gaming grant that the PAC receives does help with most of the requests from teachers, but 

there are some items which do not fall under the gaming grant criteria. Scholarships and 

bursaries are one of the items that are no longer eligible with gaming funds. In the past we have 

been able to help 4 LSS Grads with bursaries for post secondary education, we are hoping to 

continue helping our students for years to come. 

Please show your Thunderbird Spirit by donating to LSS PAC. Any donation, large or small, is 

welcome and greatly appreciated! Thank you in advance for helping enrich the school 

experience for all our Thunderbirds.  

Imagine, if every family donated $5, your support would make a big impact. 

If you would like to contribute to the PAC, please donate via your School Cash Online account. 

Lastly, I have included a copy of our constitution and by-laws, an agenda for the next meeting, 

the minutes from our last meeting as well as the final budgets from last year. 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Worrall: PAC president, as well as the rest of the PAC executives 

If you have any questions, please email me at lsspacpresident@gmail.com 

Communicating with your School  

Schools and families continue to work together to ensure success for students. If you have an 

issue or concern but don’t know who to speak with, the District encourages you to read these 

helpful Communicating with your School guidelines for parents/guardians found on our District 

website here.  

mailto:lsspacpresident@gmail.com
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/1950/communicating-with-your-school


 

Emergency Procedures  

 



 

Emergency Procedures in Schools 

Schools follow emergency procedures and practice drills throughout the year to ensure students, 

staff, and any visitors at our sites are safe when unexpected incidents happen. The District 

encourages families to become familiar with emergency procedures to help you and your child 

be prepared. You will find the District’s Emergency Procedures poster in schools and on the 

website here. 

Community Volunteers in Emergencies  

Emergencies can happen unexpectedly due to weather events (e.g., earthquake or flooding) or 

unforeseen situations in the community. The health and safety of students, staff, and families is 

the District’s priority. The District, together with schools, follow emergency procedures to 

respond to incidents as well as prevent them from happening. As stated in the 

provincial Emergency Management Planning Guide for Schools, Districts and Authorities, staff 

have a legal “duty of care,” meaning that they “must ensure that students are cared for until 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/page/338/emergency-preparedness-response
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/emergency-management-guide.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2hryx0033zh8gXMHr8aAYeH4PjJ827n5QwNRTy67Kfsvmc0yfbSi07Ufo


such time as they can be safely reunited with their parents.” Depending on the situation, the 

school may be caring for students for many days.  

In these circumstances, schools may rely on members of the community to assist with 

emergency responses. Administrators may send a request to parents/guardians to help 

volunteer with first aid, facilities and maintenance, safety and security, and general labour. 

Adults with special skills in health care, policing, and engineering would be an asset in an 

emergency. No action is needed from families at this time as the purpose is to keep families 

informed. 

Emergency Marshalling Area  

In the event of an emergency evacuation, students will go to the school's marshalling area on 

campus and, if necessary guided to Twin Rinks at 5700 Langley Bypass, Langley, BC. This is our 

designated marshalling and family reunification area, where families can safely reconnect with 

their children. 

Thank you for helping with the congestion of both car and foot traffic after school.  Pickup and 

drop off on the north side of the building is helpful while students are directed to use the cross 

walks.  

Inclement weather 

 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. So, where 

do you go to get information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather? If 

you are able to access the internet via computer or smartphone, current information about 

Langley schools can be accessed on all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also 

posted to X (formerly Twitter) @LangleySchools and Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but your 

phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and 

ask them to check the district website for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school 

http://www.sd35.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict


status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 

or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

  

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close is 

required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, it is a parent's 

decision whether to send their child to school based on safety and individual circumstances. If 

you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or attend an open school for any reason, 

please keep your child home and report an absence to the school. 
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