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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear ACSS students and families,

This past week was officially ACSS interim reporting week. Staff have been working dili-
gently daily with the students for six weeks and it is fime to informally report student pro-
gress to both students and their parents/guardians. While we do hope that students,
with the help of staff, are continuously self-assessing and re-assessing their own learning,
we do know that it is important to provide a structured summary of progress made sev-
eral times throughout the year. With thirteen weeks left in the first semester, this first in-
formal check-in on progress is meant to help students stay on track in their classes and
to keep parents/guardians informed. Next week we will be opening our school to par-
ents/guardians for parent-teacher interviews on Wednesday (2:15 PM - 4:30 PM) and
Thursday (2:15 PM - 7:30 PM). For those who cannot come into the school to meet with
teachers, there is an option to meet using Microsoft Teams.

The second Parent Advisory Council meeting of the year will occur on Monday evening
at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held virtually via Zoom, and all parents/guardians are
invited. An email invite will be sent out Friday. Hope to see you there!
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AVID Schoolwide! ACSS recently officially became an AVID schoolwide school, mean-
ing that we have met requirements in some, but not all the AVID domains. While we
are constantly learning and improving our AVID strategies and philosophies, becoming
AVID Schoolwide allows us to move further towards our goal of becoming an AVID Site
of Distinction. More information about the AVID philosophy can be found at https://
www.avid.org/

Like every week at ACSS, this past week was eventful — the photos below illustrate a
few of the activities we celebrated/enjoyed/honoured at the school.

Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter. Have a wonderful weekend.
Mr. M. Palichuk

Principal
Aldergrove Community Secondary School
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World Mental Health Day (Sunday, October 10" but celebrated at school on Tuesday,
October 12th) — Leave what you can, take what you need. Thank you, Ms. Arthurs, for
coordinating.
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Sign on the wall in our Hairdressing Studio

French 11 sharing their stuffed animal friends. Thank you Mme. Boesel & Grade 11

students!
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ACSS Junior Girls Volleyball team with coaches, Mr. and Mrs. Wilkie

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems


http://www.acsstotems.ca

ACSS Totem Times

Dream, Believe, Achieve
October 15, 2021

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information.

Contact Tracing Information

Schools in the District are continuing to assist the Fraser Health Authority in contact trac-
ing and case management. We appreciate the ongoing cooperation from parents/
guardians in this process. To help support our families, we are sharing resources from
the BC Centre for Disease Control which outline the contact tracing process in schools.
You can view the Contact Tracing Infographic here and Contact Tracing in Schools re-

source here.
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Parent Teacher Interviews

Parent-Teacher Interviews are approaching rapidly and will be happening
on Wednesday, October 20 and Thursday, October 21. Dismissal on both days will be
at 1:55PM. Interviews on Wednesday will run from 2:15-4:30 and Thursday will be from
2:15-7:30.

The schedule for classes will be:
8:45-9:50 Period 1

9:55-11:00 Period 2

11:00-11:35 Lunch

11:40-12:45 — Period 3
12:50-1:55 - Period 4

As in past years, acss.schoolappointments.com will be used to schedule meetings with
your child's tfeacher. Appointments will be 10 minutes long with a 5§ minute break in be-
tween time slots. Parents will be able to book appointments from Friday, October 8 at
3:00PM through Tuesday October 19 at 3:00PM. Instructions for how to book an ap-
pointment on the website can be found in this newsletter.

Please note that this year, parent-teacher interviews will be held in-person. All parents
coming to the school for a meeting are required to wear a mask, sign in, and sanitize
their hands upon entry to the building. Vaccine passports are NOT required to attend
parent-teacher interviews. We will still accommodate parent requests for alternate ap-
poinfment formats. If you would like to book a phone or virtual meeting instead, you
are able to do so by selecting one of those options on the booking site.
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Breakfast Club

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:15-8:40 daily

Thank you to all of our partners, staff and students for their continued support. A
huge thank you to Langley Sources for their weekly baked goods, breads,
cheese and exiras. Langley School Foundation also supports with yogurt, apple
sauce and eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley Firefighters Chari-
table Society for a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Breakfast Club
Team.

Volunteers

Cynthia at Laughing Stock Ranch is looking for volunteers to help with pony rides. Vol-
unteer days and hours are flexible and could possibly lead to a job. Please see Lacey
in room 155 if you are interested.
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Key Upcoming Dates:

e Monday, October 18 - PAC Meeting 7:00 PM

e October 20 and October 21 — Parent/Teacher Interviews

e Friday, October 22 — Provincial Professional Development Day

e November 1 — November 5 Careers Week at ACSS

e November 1 -5 Provincial Assessment Week (Literacy 10, Numeracy 10, Literacy 12)
e Thursday, November 11 Remembrance Day

e Friday, November 12 Report Card Prep/Design and Assessment Day

e January 11, 2022—Grade 9 Immunizations

e April 5, 2022—Grade 10 Immunizations

ACSS Totems Face Masks For Sale

We have ACSS face masks for sale
on school cash online. $12 each
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Still interested in Choir?

It's not too late! Choir rehearsals are Monday mornings from 7:40-8:40
am and Thursdays from 3-4 pm. Everyone is welcome....even if you
have no singing experience. We would love to see you!

Programs of Choice - Registration Period is October 4 - October 20, 2021 “

Langley School District offers a rich diversity of programs that are designed to
meet the specific needs and interests of students. Programs include Fine Arts,
French Immersion, Fundamental, Langley Environmental Awareness Program
(outdoor education), Montessori, U-Connect, and Career Education Programs
(secondary). The registration period begins October 4, 2021 and ends October
20, 2021. For more information and instructions to register your child, visit our
District website here and review our FAQ choice programs resource here.

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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ACSS CAREER CORNER

This newsletter is produced for the Career Education Department at ACSS and will
be published weekly for the 2021-2022 school year. If you have any questions, ad-
ditions or suggestions for future items please let us know — thanks!

For information or opportunities, please visit
the Career Education website at
careered.sd35.bc.ca

Get Ready for Careers Week
Lunch and Learn Sessions
Bring your lunch and learn about different
professions from our guest speakers in
room 213

Nov 1-11:50-12:35

Aliza Amrashi from Vancouver Film School
Learn about careers in the film industry

Nov 2 — 11:50-12:35
Sharon Hummel — CPABC

Learn about careers in business

Nov 3 —11:50-12:25
Karen Long — Langley Volunteer Society

Learn about volunteering opportunities in

Langley

Nov 5 —11:30-12:05
Kirsten Dawson — NAV Canada
Learn about what it takes to help land planes

and manage air space as an Air Traffic Con-
troller.

Instagram: @acss.totems

WELCOME BACK!

Do you have any Career Questions? Please come
and talk to Mrs. Gimpel in the Counsellor’s office or
email her at agimpel@sd35.bc.ca

BC Women in Manufacturing Success Forum - Virtual

Day two of the Women in Manufacturing (WIM) Success Forum
will focus on engaging and inspiring young women to consider
careers in manufacturing. It will feature inspiring stories of suc-
cess from women in the industry and a discussion of how and
why this can be an excellent career for women.

The panel includes speakers who fulfill different roles within a
manufacturing organization and at different stages of their co-
reer. This forum is open to parents, educators and youth. Regis-
ter at their website:

https://cme-mec.ca/blog/connection/bc-women-in-
manufacturing-success-forum/

Date/Time: October 21, 10am - Tpm

Rural Outreach and Mentorship Initiative (ROMI)
The Rural OQutreach and Mentorship Initiative (ROMI) is run
through The Society of Rural Physicians of Canada and aims to
promote mentorship to rural high school students about transi-
tioning to post-secondary and careers within medicine.
Any students who join the program will be paired with a current
Canadian medical student to provide individual mentorship
(minimum requirement of 1 mentorship meeting per month) as
well as the opportunity to aftend group
and panel events hosted by ROMI.
Click here to sign up

Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School

Twitter: @ ACSSTotems
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Youth4Action Leadership Fall Event Opportunities
Are you inspired to change the world? Join to participate in and to
explore World Changing Careers at engaging Leadership Clinics hosted

by Metro Vancouver Youth4Action.

World-Changing Careers for Zero Waste
Rethinking waste and transitioning to a zero waste economy is critical to a sustainable
region and planet. Join Youth4Action to explore how leadership for change to address
sustainability can be part of your career. Meet and be inspired by professionals who
are influencing change to reduce and to rethink through their leadership at work.
Date/Time: November 3, 4:.00pm — 5:45pm

Click Here to Register

World-Changing Careers for Climate Action
Addressing the climate emergency and transitioning to a low carbon future is critical to
a sustainable region and planet. Join Youth4Action to explore how leadership for cli-
mate action can be incorporated into your career. Meet and be inspired by profes-
sionals who are influencing climate action through their leadership at work.
Date/Time: December 1, 4:00pm — 5:45pm

Click Here to Register

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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Thank you to Queen Elizabeth Lions Club for the donation of water
for the students.
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GRAD 2022

Hey Parents & Guardians of ACSS Graduating Class of 2022!

Make sure you contact the parent run dry grad committee ASAP (so we can obtain
your contact info) in order to forward you important information about your grad’s
Graduation events.

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 6:30pm in the school library

Looking forward to an exciting year of graduation events for the Class of 2022!

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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GRAD 2022

Dear Sir/Madam, The Aldergrove Community Secondary School Dry Grad Committee
is planning the Dry Grad event for the 2022 graduating class. Dry Grad events are held
at many high schools throughout the province to provide a safe, substance free,
chaperoned after-party for the graduating class.

The ACSS Dry Grad committee is comprised of parents who are charged with organiz-
ing safe transportation to and from the dinner/dance and planning the Dry Grad
event. When students finish the dinner/dance, they will be transported to the Dry Grad
venue for a safe, all night party complete with great music, food, entertainment, activ-
ifies, prizes and more!

Our goal is to encourage all grads to attend this farewell party and to make this a fun,
safe and memorable event. In order to make this year’s event successful, we are seek-
ing community support. Please consider whether your business/organization would be
able to provide sponsorship, a cash donation or prize donations to use towards this
special day. In return, the ACSS Dry Grad committee will ensure that your business/
organization will be recognized as a sponsor/donor at the Dry Grad event and in the
community.

We look forward to your support and thank you for your consideration. If you have any
questions or would like to discuss this further, do not hesitate to contact parents of the
ACSS Dry Grad committee via email acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com

Sincerely,

ACSS Dry Grad Committee

Instagram: @acss.totems Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School Twitter: @ACSSTotems
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New Daily Health Check Form — Digital and Print Version

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To bet-
ter assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12

Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.qgov.bc.ca/
healthcheck

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health
Checker.

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here.
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